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Items of Note
1. This session is being recorded
2. The recording and this slide deck will be 

made available in a follow-up email to 
this session and on the NOFO website

3. Please remain muted throughout the 
session and add questions in the chat. 

4. There will be a Q&A at the end of each 
section of the presentation.



1. Climate & Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA)
2. Equitable Energy Futures Program 
3. Grant Application & Submission Requirements

1. Program Specific Application
2. CEJA Ecosystem Utilization Plan (CEUP)
3. EEF Project Timeline
4. Uniform Budget Template

4. Grant & Merit Review Process

Overview 



Did you join us for the NOFO 
session on June 4th?



Climate & Equitable Jobs Act
(CEJA)



What is the Climate and 
Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA) ?  

Comprehensive energy legislation 
that centers equity and puts Illinois 
on track to achieve 100 % 
renewable energy by 2050.

Equitable 
Business 

Development

Energy Access 
& Solar For All

Renewable 
Energy

Energy 
Efficiency

Carbon-free 
Power

Electric 
Transportation

Equitable 
Workforce 

Development



DCEO Clean Energy Programs

CEJA Councils & Boards
Office of Energy & Business Utility (OEBU)

CEJA Contractor Support Programs ($30M+)
Office of Entrepreneurship & Innovation 

Technology(OEIT)

Contractor 
Incubator 
$21M/yr.

Contractor 
Primes Accelerator

$9M/yr.

Future Energy     
Jobs Act (FEJA)

OET

FEJA Workforce 
Training Program

Clean Energy Jobs 
& Justice Fund

Energy Workforce 
Advisory Council 

Returning Resident
Clean Jobs

$6M/yr.

Clean Jobs 
Workforce Network

$21M/yr.

Climate Works
Pre-apprenticeship

$9M/yr.

CEJA Workforce Training Programs ($61 M +) 
Office of Employment & Training (OET)

Energy Transition 
Navigators

$6M/yr.

Energy Transition
 Barrier Reduction

$15M/yr.

Equitable Energy 
Future Grant

Up to $25.5M/yr. 

CEJA Economic & Community Development ($74M)
Office of Energy & Business Utility (OEBU)

Coal to Solar

Solar Energy 
Sovereignty Grant
Up to $8.5M/yr. 

Energy Transition 
Community Grant 

$40M/yr. 

Clean Energy Career 
Pathway Program

$4M

Funding Opportunity Currently Open



Equitable Energy Future
Grant Program



NOFO Fundamentals: Equitable Energy Futures 

Funding Background & Goal
The Equitable Energy Future Grant 
Program (EEF) is one of the two 
grants funded under the Jobs & 
Environmental Justice Grant Fund

EEF offers pre-development 
funding to support the 
development of renewable energy 
& energy efficiency projects. 

The goal of EEF is to remove 
barriers to project, community & 
business development caused by 
lack of capital. 

Eligible Applicants 
o Equity Eligible Contractors 

Must be certified through the Illinois 
Power Agency’s Equity Eligible 
Contractor program.

o An Illinois business, non-profit, or 
cooperative organization that meets 
equity- building criteria. 

This determination is made at the 
time of application based on 
completion of the required CEJA 
Ecosystem Utilization Plan (CEUP). 

Funding 
o Total Funding: $25.5 million per year 

o Per Applicant Award: $250,000 - 
$1,000,000

o Estimated Number of Awards: Up to 40 

o Applicants may apply for multiple 
projects. However, applicants will only be 
approved for a total award amount of 
funds up to $3 million between all 
projects.

o Applicants may apply for both EEF and 
CSES. However, they can only receive a 
maximum award between EEF and CSES 
of up to $3 million. 



Priority projects are those 
located in or supporting an equity 
investment eligible community.

• Environmental Justice 
communities

• Restore. Reinvest. Renew (R3) 
communities

https://energyequity.illinois.gov/resources/equity-investment-eligible-community-map.html

https://energyequity.illinois.gov/resources/equity-investment-eligible-community-map.html


Project Phases

Phase 1: 
Planning & 
Feasibility

Phase 2: 
Pre-Development

Phase 3: 
Construction

Phase 4: 
Implementation

Activities funded by EEF

Applications can be submitted for 
Phase 1 only, Phase 2 only, 

or Phase 1 & 2

Activities not funded by EEF 
(DCEO Reporting Required)

Construction & Implementation costs 
are not allowable under EEF



Allowable Activities 
Phase 1: Planning and feasibility Phase 2: Pre-development construction

Market analysis Selecting contractors/securing contracts

Property due diligence Project application costs

Community outreach & engagement Purchasing/leasing land

Architecture, design, engineering services Permitting/zoning

Auditing, consulting, developer services Interconnection application costs, studies

Project pro-forma/budget Equipment & supplies related to pre-development

Site acquisition planning Employee training and training supplies

Sourcing project funding Community outreach, marketing, engagement

Project grant writing Staff & operations expenses

Interconnection application fees Transmission line development

Site remediation and clean up (capped funding)



Grant Application & 
Submission Requirements



Program Specific 
Documents

Program Specific Application

CEJA Ecosystem Utilization Plan (CEUP)

Equitable Energy Future Project Timeline

Illinois Power Agency EEC Certification or Attestation Form

Letters of Community Support 

Memorandum(a) of Understanding (if applicable)

Documentation of IRS Declaration(EIN letter, 501c3 etc.)

Documentation of Property Ownership or Authority to Improve 
Site

Phase 2 Specific Documents (refer to NOFO Page 6)

Find all NOFO Materials 
and resources here: 
https://dceo.illinois.gov
/aboutdceo/grantopport
unities/3054-2991.html 

https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3054-2991.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3054-2991.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3054-2991.html


Program 
Specific 
Application



Program 
Specific 
Application:
Applicant & 
Eligibility 
Information 



Program 
Specific 
Application:
Proposed 
Project
& Outcome 
Information 



Program 
Specific 
Application:
Proposed 
Project
& Outcome 
Information 

ABC Development, in partnership with 123 Solar will construct a 5 MW 
solar farm in Marion, Illinois. Subscriptions will be offered primarily to low-
income residents with a projected utility rate reduction of 50%. This 
project is in the planning and feasibility phase and the team is seeking 
funding to cover architectural design and engineering services....



Program 
Specific 
Application:
Proposed 
Project
& Outcome 
Information 



Program 
Specific 
Application:
Proposed 
Project
& Outcome 
Information 



Program 
Specific 
Application:
Funding 
Resources &
Partnership 
Information



Program 
Specific 
Application:
Funding 
Resources &
Partnership 
Information



Program 
Specific 
Application:
Staff Capacity 
& Clean Energy 
Workforce 
Development



Program 
Specific 
Application
Document
Checklist



CEJA Ecosystem Utilization Plan (CEUP)



CEJA Ecosystem Utilization Plan (CEUP)



CEJA Ecosystem Utilization Plan (CEUP)



CEJA Ecosystem Utilization Plan (CEUP)



SMARTIE Goals
Strategic  
Measurable 
Action-Oriented 
Realistic  
Timebound  
Inclusive
Equitable

Goal setting exercise that ensures goals 
that follow a set of seven aspects to ensure 
that the goals are effective and realistic. 

Similar to the more commonly known 
SMART goals, SMARTIE goals also ensure 
goals are inclusive and equitable.

Center for Disease Control Division of Cancer Prevention and Control, From SMART to SMARTIE Objectives.
https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/ncccp/pdf/smartie-objectives-508.pdf ; Alford Group. Be a SMARTIE: An Equity-Forward Approach to Goal Setting. 
https://www.alford.com/be-a-smartie-an-equity-forward-approach-to-goal-setting/ 

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/ncccp/pdf/smartie-objectives-508.pdf
https://www.alford.com/be-a-smartie-an-equity-forward-approach-to-goal-setting/


CEJA Ecosystem Utilization Plan (CEUP)



CEJA Ecosystem Utilization Plan (CEUP)



Equitable Energy Future Project Timeline



Equitable Energy Future Project Timeline



DCEO Required 
Application 
Documents

Conflict of Interest Disclosure

Mandatory Disclosure

Uniform Grant Application in 
fillable PDF format

Uniform Budget utilizing template 
provided by DCEO

Find all NOFO Materials 
and resources here: 
https://dceo.illinois.gov
/aboutdceo/grantopport
unities/3054-2878.html 

https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3054-2878.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3054-2878.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3054-2878.html


Uniform Budget Template
It’s a standard DCEO template, with a 
few sections that are specific to this 
program. Some sections may not apply 
to you.

Be careful when inserting new rows. 
The template uses algorithms that can 
be deleted or altered. 

If you are selected for a grant award, 
DCEO the budget will be reviewed and 
finalized during the negotiation stage.

If seeking funding for Phase 1 & 2, the 
Phase 2 budget may be renegotiated 
after Phase 1 is completed. 



Uniform Budget Template – Budget Narrative
Each tab that has a line item, must 
also have a budget narrative. 
• Each budget tab asks for a brief 

budget narrative. 
• Be specific and concise. Offer 

detail when helpful, but don’t 
provide too much detail for smaller 
expenses.

• Cite calculations: show your math 
for both justifications of costs and 
accuracy.

• Collect quotes and invoices, if 
available.



Let’s look at the budget categories in the 
template. Notice they are separated in phases. 

Personnel Fringe benefits Equipment

Supplies
Contractual 
Services & 
Subawards

Consultant 
(Professional 

Services) 

Feasibility/Market 
Analysis 

(Phase 1) 
Site Control Costs 

(Phase 2)  
Permitting & 

interconnection 
Costs (Phase 2) 



Personnel

Budget Narrative Tip: In describing costs, list personnel and their 
positions and briefly describe their contribution to the project.

 



Fringe Benefits: What are they?
Benefits employees receive on top of their normal wages and salaries. 

Budget Narrative Tip: Outline what is covered as a fringe benefit. Some benefits may 
be health, life or disability insurance, childcare reimbursement, pension/retirement 
contribution among others.



Contractual Services & Subawards

Use this tab if you are partnering with another business or organization on this 
project, and if they will be receiving project funds to do part of the work on the 
project. These organizations will be “subrecipients” or “subcontractors” on your 
project. 

Budget Narrative Tip: Clearly explain who is being contracted, their scope of work, 
and why you needed a person’s expertise or services.



Consultant Services

Use this tab for any professional services you will be utilizing for your project. This 
may include architect or design consultant, engineering firm, energy auditor, grant 
writing consultant among others. 

Budget Narrative Tip: Provide details on the consultant service budget and the 
activities the consultant will be performing.



Equipment vs. Supplies
Equipment: Used for projects over 
the long-term. Subject to 
depreciation and generally retain 
some value after use. 
Examples: 
• Vehicles
• Computers

Supplies: Used over the short term, 
not subject to depreciation. Do not 
retain value. 
Examples: 
• Paper
• Pens
• Printer ink

Budget Narrative Tip: Identify pricing or 
quotes. Explain how the equipment will 
be used in the project and if it will be 
shared with other projects.

Budget Narrative Tip: Provide details of 
the type of supplies. Avoid using general 
terms like “Office supplies” 



Where should I put this? 
• Wages for project manager, 

outreach staff 
• Personnel

• Benefits for project manager
• Fringe benefits

• Subrecipient staff wages
• Contractual Services

• Zoning or building permit costs
• Phase 2 Permitting & 

interconnection costs

• Architect/energy auditor costs
• Consultant (professional services)

• Site testing costs
• Phase 1 Feasibility/Market 

Analysis

• Legal fees associated with 
financing, purchasing, or leasing 
land

• Phase 2 Site Control 



Grant Writing Tips
1. Center the Community
2. Outline Your Plan 
3. Be Consistent
4. Be Specific
5. Don’t Assume
6. Use Available Resources & Support
7. Document Allowable Costs
8. Submit on Time, Ensure all 

all Documents are Submitted & 
Pre-qualification Requirements are 
Met



Grant & Merit Review Process



Submitting Application Materials
Application materials can only be submitted 
through the Smartsheet link below (also on 
Page 7 of the NOFO Supplement)
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/ce96a
c7e0ce64965b289ba50ad19abed 

Maximum of 10 
documents can be 

submitted. 

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/ce96ac7e0ce64965b289ba50ad19abed
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/ce96ac7e0ce64965b289ba50ad19abed


Proposals will be reviewed 
on a rolling basis by the 
Merit Review Team.

Merit Review Scoring

Applications scoring 75% 
or higher will move to 
negotiation.

Project Quality
(50%) 

Cost 
Effectiveness

/Return on 
Investment 

(20%) Applicant 
Qualifications & 
Capacity (20%)

Documentation 
of Need 
(10%)



Scoring Criteria (NOFO Section E)



Applicants are invited 
to participate in one-

on-one technical 
assistance, attend 
NOFO webinars, 

access the Q&A page, 
or submit questions to 
CEO.CEJA@Illinois.gov

Applicant Pre-
Qualification

NOFO Release/
Pre-submission

Application 
Submission

Administrative 
Review

Merit 
Review & 
Scoring

Final Score 
& Decision 

Letters Sent
Negotiation  

Meeting

OEBU & DCEO Grant Process

Technical 
Assistance 
(Optional)

Administrative Review Denial
May be denied due to: 
- Lack of GATA approval 

Programmatic
 -Required Documents Missing 

- Applicant Eligibility Documents 
Missing 

-Late Submission

Merit Review Denial
May be denied due to: 

- Merit Review score less than 75%

Applications that receive a score of 75%+ will 
move to negotiation. 

During negotiation deliverables, project 
timeline, budget, and milestones will be 

established.

6 – 12 weeks 3 – 6 weeks 



NOSA 
Created & 
Signed by 
Applicant

OEBU 
Completes 
Handoff to 
Office of 
Grants 

Management

Office of Grants 
Management 

Develops Grant 
Agreement

DCEO Legal 
Reviews and 

Approves 
Grant 

Agreement

Grantee 
Signs Grant 
Agreement

DCEO 
Accounting 

Reviews and
Approves 

Grant 
Agreement

Grant Award 
sent to the 

Comptroller's 
Office to 

Obligate the 
Award

OEBU & DCEO Grant Process

8 – 16 weeks 6 -10 weeks 4 + weeks 

First Funding 
Milestone



NOFO Timeline 

May 27, 2025
NOFO Posted

End June/Early July
Merit Reviews Begin

December 31, 2025 
Applications Due by 

5:00 PM CST

Quarter 1 2026 
Merit Reviews End 

for Round 3



Seek Applicant Support
1. Sign up for one-on-one technical assistance 

with a CEJA Program Coach beginning 
6/5/2025:

CEJA NOFO Applicant Technical Assistance 
Sign Up

2. Submit questions to CEO.CEJA@illinois.gov. 
Responses to questions will be made publicly 
available on the CEJA Questions & Answers 
page.

3. Contact Aaron McEvoy, EEF Grant Manager 
Aaron.McEvoy@Illinois.gov 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=b35GRCxGok6CP3gA3lQ04zZ66R62lr1KmhUGQqrr8RpUQjZUNDRSV1pMRzBSQkpLWU42SFRFOFBFSC4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=b35GRCxGok6CP3gA3lQ04zZ66R62lr1KmhUGQqrr8RpUQjZUNDRSV1pMRzBSQkpLWU42SFRFOFBFSC4u&route=shorturl
mailto:ceo.eit.ceja@illinois.gov
mailto:aaron.mcevoy@illinois.gov


Helpful Links
Site Link

DCEO CEJA Program Status https://dceo.illinois.gov/ceja/ceja-program-
announcements.html 

NOFO Page https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3054-
2991.html 

GATA Portal https://grants.illinois.gov/portal/ 

DCEO Grant Help Email ceo.GrantHelp@illinois.gov 

DCEO Grant Help Inquiry 
Form

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/df9d38efa4e241218ce
d486c54f3c109 

DCEO Grant Resources https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/learni
ng-library.html 

Clean Energy Funding List https://uofi.app.box.com/v/cleanenergyfunding 

https://dceo.illinois.gov/ceja/ceja-program-announcements.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/ceja/ceja-program-announcements.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3054-2991.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3054-2991.html
https://grants.illinois.gov/portal/
mailto:ceo.GrantHelp@illinois.gov
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/df9d38efa4e241218ced486c54f3c109
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/df9d38efa4e241218ced486c54f3c109
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/learning-library.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/learning-library.html
https://uofi.app.box.com/v/cleanenergyfunding


Questions?



Contact Us
CEO.CEJA@Illinois.gov
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