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• Mute/unmute

• Stop/start video

• Raise hand

• Emojis

• Chat

Zoom Basics



Poll Question

Did you attend the last TA 
session for this funding 
opportunity? 



• Climate & Equitable Jobs Act 
(CEJA) Overview

• Community Solar Energy Sovereignty 
Grant Program Overview

• Required Application Documents

• Tips for Submitting an Effective 
Application Package

• Merit Review Process

• Support & Resources

Presentation Overview



Climate & Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA) Overview



What is the Climate and 
Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA)? 

Comprehensive energy legislation 
that centers equity and puts Illinois 
on track to achieve 100 percent 
renewable energy by 2050.

Equitable 
workforce & 

business 
development

Energy access 
& solar for all

Renewable 
energy

Energy 
efficiency

Carbon-free 
power

Electric 
transportation

Support for 
fossil fuel 
workers



Clean Jobs 

Workforce Network

$21M/yr.

Climate Works

Pre-apprenticeship

$9M/yr

Returning Resident

Clean Jobs

$6M/yr

Workforce training programs

Energy Transition 

Navigators

$6M/yr.

Energy Transition

 Barrier Reduction

$15M/yr

Workforce support 

programs

Contractor 

Incubator 

$21M/yr.

Contractor 

Primes Accelerator

$9M/yr.

Contractor support programs

DCEO CEJA Ecosystem

Equitable Energy 

Future Grant

Up to $34M/yr 

Economic Development &

Jobs & Environmental Justice Grant

Coal to Solar

Comm. Solar Energy 

Sovereignty Grant

Up to $8.5M/yr

Energy Transition 

Community Grant 

$40M/yr 
Commissions, Councils, & More

• Energy Transition Workforce Commission

• Energy Workforce Advisory Council

• Jobs & Justice Fund



Jobs & Environmental Justice Grant Program
Climate & Equitable Jobs Act Section 5-60

Equitable Energy Future Grant

Economic Development &

Jobs & Environmental Justice Grant

Coal to Solar

Community  Solar Energy 

Sovereignty Grant

Energy Transition Community 

Grant

Administered by the Office 

of Energy & Business Utility 

(OEBU) 

Equitable Energy Future 

Grant Program

https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3054-2638.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3054-2638.html


Questions?



Community Solar Energy Sovereignty 
Grant Program Overview



Community Solar Energy Sovereignty Grant
Climate & Equitable Jobs Act Section 5-60

What will the grant provide?

•Intended to provide grants 
to plan, develop, and 
execute community solar 
projects.

•Provides upfront capital to 
support the development of 
community solar projects 
and provides seed capital 
and pre-development 
funding to support 
community ownership of 
renewable energy project

Why?

•To remove barriers to 
project, community & 
business development 
caused by lack of capital.

Who will the grant benefit?

•Contractor businesses in 
historically disadvantaged 
communities

•Equity investment eligible 
communities

•Low-income households



Eligible Applicants
Community-based Organizations 

(CBO)

• The majority of the governing body 
and staff consists of local 
residents,

• The main operating offices are in 
the community,

• Priority issue areas are identified 
and defined by residents,

• Solutions to address priority 
issues are developed with 
residents, and

• Program design, implementation, 
and evaluation components have 
residents intimately involved, in 
leadership positions.

Public Entity

• The public entity must represent a 
municipality or county (or 
school district, park district, etc.) 
Priority given to proposed projects 
located in and supporting an 
equity investment eligible 
community or communities; 
and benefiting participating low-
income households.

• The public entity must certify that 
no local community-
based organizations exist that can 
fill this role.

• The public entity must provide the 
same showing of robust 
community engagement as a non-
public entity would be required to 
show.

Technical Support Provider 

• The entity must demonstrate 
robust community engagement 
and support.

• A technical service provider can 
be a solar supplier 
or installer or business involved in 
the field of solar energy.



Priority projects are those that are in or 
support an equity investment eligible 
community.

• Environmental Justice 
communities

• Restore. Reinvest. 
Renew (R3) 
communities

R3 Communities: https://r3.illinois.gov/
Equity Investment Eligible Community Map: https://energyequity.illinois.gov/resources/equity-investment-eligible-
community-map.html

https://r3.illinois.gov/
https://energyequity.illinois.gov/resources/equity-investment-eligible-community-map.html
https://energyequity.illinois.gov/resources/equity-investment-eligible-community-map.html


Project Phases

Phase 1: 
Planning & 
Feasibility

Phase 2:  
Pre-

development 
Construction

Construction Implementation

• Community Solar Energy 

Sovereignty funds Phase 

1 & Phase 2. 

• Construction & 

Implementation costs 

are not allowable



Phase 1: Planning & Feasibility

• Early-Stage Project Planning

• Project Team Organization

• Site Identification

• Organizing a project business model

• Customer outreach

• Preliminary site assessments

• Development of cooperative or 
community ownership project 
models that allocate benefits to 
equity eligible communities

Examples of activities for phases

Phase 2: Pre-development 
Construction

•Procurement and contracting

•Securing financing

•Site control

•Customer outreach and enrollment

•Permitting and zoning

• Interconnection application costs 
and fees, studies, and expenses

•Equipment and supplies

•Staff and operation expenses



What is a Community Solar Project?

“...any solar project or purchasing program, within a 

geographic area, in which the benefits of a solar project 

flow to multiple customers such as individuals, 

businesses, nonprofits, and other groups.”

Definition from the U.S. Department of Energy, National Community Solar Partnership

(U.S.%20Department%20of%20Energy,%20National%20Community%20Solar%20Partnership)


Types of Community Solar Projects

Traditional Community 

Solar Projects

Community-Driven 

Community Solar Projects

The solar project may not be located 

in or have connections with a 

subscriber’s community

Illinois Shines, (n.d.). Explore Community Solar., Exploring Community Solar – Illinois Shines

https://illinoisshines.com/exploring-community-solar/


Types of Community Solar Projects

Illinois Shines, (n.d). Explore Community Solar, Exploring Community Solar – Illinois Shines

Traditional Community 

Solar Projects

Community-Driven 

Community Solar (CSDS) 

Projects

Projects intended to provide direct and 

tangible benefits to, and involvement of, the 

local community. Features community 

ownership and wealth building.

CSDS projects are the type of community 

solar projects that the Community Solar 

Energy Sovereignty grant is seeking to fund.

https://illinoisshines.com/exploring-community-solar/


Direct Benefits

Illinois Shines, (n.d). Explore Community Solar, Exploring Community Solar – Illinois Shines

Traditional Community 

Solar Projects

Community-Driven 

Community Solar (CSDS) 

Projects

Direct benefits for the owner(s) and 

subscribers may include:

• Bill savings

• Revenues from project ownership

• Tax credits

• The financial value of the project, as well 

as job creation, direct income, and 

increased economic activity in the 

defined geographic community

• Additional benefits for low-income 

households

https://illinoisshines.com/exploring-community-solar/


Community Ownership is…

“…an arrangement in which an electric generating facility is, or over 

time will be, in significant part, owned collectively by members of the 

community to which an electric generating facility provides benefits; 

members of that community participate in decisions regarding the 

governance, operation, maintenance, and upgrades of and to that 

facility; and members of that community benefit from regular use of 

that facility.”

CEJA Legislation, Section 1-75

https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/102/102-0662.htm


Demonstrating Community Benefits, 

Ownership & Wealth Building

• Provide a target percentage goal for 

ownership held by community members 

and/or non-profit organizations 

• Outline direct benefits to community 

members 

• Describe how community members, non-

profits, public entities located in the 

community will participate in the project 

organization, development, operations, 

management

• Location of the project in an equity 

investment eligible community

• Partnership/employment of equity 

eligible contractors

 

• Engagement with CEJA/FEJA programs

Illinois Shines – Community-Driven Community Solar Primary and Secondary Criteria: 
https://illinoisshines.com/community-driven-community-solar/

https://illinoisshines.com/community-driven-community-solar/


How will the funding be provided? 

Funding will be provided based on 

established project milestones.

Upfront funding for program activities is 

available.

Project milestones and upfront funding will 

be negotiated at the time of grant 

agreement.



Funding Phases

An applicant can apply for Phase 1 only, 

Phase 2 only, or Phase 1 & Phase 2 

funding. 

If a grantee receives an award for Phase 1 

& Phase 2 the Department will review 

Phase 1 performance metrics to determine 

whether the grantee may receive funding 

for Phase 2 activities.

If grantee applies for Phase 2 only, they 

must provide appropriate Phase 1 

metrics for the Merit Reviewers to evaluate.



Funding Stats

$8.5 million per year
Total Funding

$50,000 - $1,000,000 (per application)
Award Range

Up to 40 awards
Anticipated 

Number of Awards

Up to 4 years
Performance 

Period

$3 million
Total per Applicant 

Amount



Multiple Choice

Which of the following would be 
considered Phase 1 activities?

c) Site Control

a) Early-Stage Project Planning

b) Preliminary site assessments 



Multiple Choice

Which of the following activities 
would NOT be considered a 
Phase 2 activity?

a) Permitting & Zoning

b) Securing financing  

c) Construction



Questions?



Required Application Documents



Applicant 
Submission 
Documents

Uniform Grant Application in fillable PDF format

Conflict of Interest Disclosure

Mandatory Disclosure

Public Entity Attestation (if applicable)

Uniform Budget utilizing template provided by DCEO

Community Solar Sovereignty Grant Application 
Template

Find all NOFO Materials 

and resources here: 

Community Solar Energy 

Sovereignty Grant 

Program (illinois.gov)

https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697.html


Uniform Application 

for State Grant 

Assistance 

Conflict of Interest 
Disclosure

Mandatory 
Disclosure

Public Entity 
Attestation 

(if applicable)

Application Package Documents



Uniform Budget Template 



Community Solar Energy 
Sovereignty Application 
Template (Page 1)

• Applicant Name 

(Organization/Entity/

Business Name)

• Type of Organization

• Organization/Entity/

Business specific questions

• Notice: NOFO alignment per question



• All applicant questions

• Narratives

• Describe the community project

• Historical or future partnerships

• Site & scope of the community 

solar projects

• Ownership model being pursued

• Local community benefits 

accomplished by project 

Community Solar Energy 
Sovereignty Application 
Template (Page 2)



Community Solar Energy 
Sovereignty Application 
Template (Page 3)

• Phase 1 & Phase 2 activities

• Sale of energy production & details

• Leveraged funding 

• Leveraged partnerships



Community Solar Energy 
Sovereignty Application 
Template (Page 4)

• Estimated timeline for project

• Key staff bios/resumes/roles

• Clean energy workforce details

• Cost efficiency & effectiveness 

information 

• Supplemental documentation 



Questions?



Tips for Submitting an Effective 
Application Package



Program Specific Application Tips

• If you make a claim, back it up with 

evidence

• Don’t make assumptions 

• Include anticipated outcomes 

and explain how those outcomes 

were determined. Be specific & 

use data.

• Use any space you can to provide as 

many details as you can about the 

project. 

• Discuss community support & 

partnerships

• If you don’t have all the details, 

outline how your organization 

plans to gather that information 

(especially for applications that go 

for Phase 1 & Phase 2 funding)

• Make your timeline clear



How can this statement be improved?

“This project will have tremendous benefit 

to the community!”



How can this claim be improved?

“This project will have tremendous benefit 

to the community!”

“This project” is vague. 

Are there certain aspects that will have an 

impact? Is this a solar, wind, hydropower 

project? Renovation, new build?



How can this claim be improved?

“This project will have tremendous benefit 

to the community!”

“This project” is vague. 

Are there certain aspects that will have an 

impact? Is this a solar, wind, hydropower 

project? Renovation, new build?

“Tremendous” is subjective. 

Get into specifics - $ saved, # of 

people/households impacted, energy 

produced or saved, jobs created etc.



How can this claim be improved?

“This project will have tremendous benefit 

to the community!”

“This project” is vague. 

Are there certain aspects that will have an 

impact? Is this a solar, wind, hydropower 

project? Renovation, new build?

“Tremendous” is subjective. 

Get into specifics - $ saved, # of 

people/households impacted, energy 

produced or saved, jobs created etc.

“The community” is a broad. 

What groups or individuals will see the most benefit? 

(i.e. low-income households, equity investment 

eligible community(ies) etc.)



Program Specific Application Tips

Ensure that your application is answering WHAT, HOW, WHY, WHEN:

• What are the activities that will take place?

• Why is this project important for the community? 

• How will this project benefit groups of people or communities?

• When will each of these activities take place? 



Budget Template Categories

Personnel
Fringe 

benefits 
Equipment

Supplies
Contractual 
Services & 
Subawards

Consultant 
(Professional 

Services) 

Phase 1 
Feasibility 

Phase 2 Site 
Control

Phase 2 
Permitting 



Where should I put this? 

• Wages for project manager, 
outreach staff 

• Personnel

• Benefits for project manager

• Fringe benefits

• Subrecipient staff wages

• Contractual Services

• Zoning or building permit costs

• Phase 2 Permitting & 
interconnection costs

• Architect/energy auditor costs

• Consultant (professional services)

• Site testing costs

• Phase 1 Feasibility/Market 
Analysis

• Legal fees associated with 
financing, purchasing, or leasing 
land

• Phase 2 Site Control 



Budget Narrative Tips

• Each budget tab asks for a brief budget narrative. 

• Be specific and concise. Offer detail when helpful, but don’t provide 
too much detail for smaller expenses.

• Cite calculations: show your math for both justifications of costs 
and accuracy.

• Collect quotes and invoices, if available.



Budget Narrative Examples

• Personnel: In describing costs, list personnel and their positions 
and briefly describe their contribution to the project.

• Consultants or contractors: Explain who is being subcontracted, 
their scope of work, and why you needed a person’s expertise or 
services.

• Equipment: Identify pricing or quotes. Explain how the equipment 
will be used in the project and if it will be shared with other 
projects.



Before You Submit

❑ Have someone unrelated to the project read 

your application 

❑ Seek technical assistance from a CEJA 

Program Coach

❑ Use the NOFO Criteria as a guide (NOFO p. 10)

❑ Double check all required documents are 

ready for submission 

❑ Submit only through Smartsheet (Emails and 

links will not be accepted)



Round 1 Application

Application 
submitted

Application 
reviewed

Application 
Decision 

Sent

• Application Period: 

March 5, 2024 - July 1, 2024

• Rolling Grant: 

Applications are reviewed on a first 

come, first served basis

• Decision letters sent monthly

• If an application is denied, the 

applicant can seek technical 

assistance/support and resubmit



Questions?



Merit Review Process



What is a merit review team?

• GATA requires that all state award 
applications are scored by an 
independent team of reviewers

• Experienced individuals in related 
industry and/or grant management 

• 3-4 individuals per team 



What is the role of a merit reviewer?

• Review all application and 
supplemental documents 

• Provide a score based on the 
criteria provided in the NOFO 

• Provide per question and overall 
comments

• Make funding recommendations



Merit Review Process

Application 
Submission

Administrative 
Review

Merit Review & 
Scoring

Debrief & Final 
Score 

Submission

Decision 
Letters Sent 

Denial 

Negotiation 

Invitation 

Technical 

Assistance 



Administrative Review

• Internal review 

• Verifies all required documents 
were submitted

• Confirms eligibility

• Not a quality or content review

• If documents are missing, 
applicant will receive denial letter 
and can resubmit for a later 
review

Application 
Submission

Administrative 
Review

Merit Review & 
Scoring

Debrief & Final 
Score 

Submission

Decision 
Letters Sent 

Denial 

Negotiation 

Invitation 

Technical 

Assistance 



Merit Review & Scoring 

• Merit reviewers receive all 
documents submitted by the 
applicant 

• Applications are scored by 
each merit reviewer on a 
100% scale using four 
criteria areas

CSES Notice of Funding Opportunity

Application 
Submission

Administrative 
Review

Merit Review & 
Scoring

Debrief & Final 
Score 

Submission

Decision 
Letters Sent 

Denial 

Negotiation 

Invitation 

Technical 

Assistance 

https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697/nofo-supplement-community-solar-sovereignty-grant-program-3055-2697.pdf


Merit Review & Scoring 

CSES Notice of Funding Opportunity

Documentation of Need 
(10%)

Cost Effectiveness/Return 
on Investment (20%)

Applicant Qualifications & 
Capacity (25%)

Project Quality (45%)

https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697/nofo-supplement-community-solar-sovereignty-grant-program-3055-2697.pdf


Review & Scoring
Documentation of Need 

CSES Notice of Funding Opportunity

https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697/nofo-supplement-community-solar-sovereignty-grant-program-3055-2697.pdf


Review & Scoring
Cost Effectiveness/
Return on Investment 

CSES Notice of Funding Opportunity

https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697/nofo-supplement-community-solar-sovereignty-grant-program-3055-2697.pdf


Review & Scoring
Applicant Qualifications 
& Capacity

CSES Notice of Funding Opportunity

https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697/nofo-supplement-community-solar-sovereignty-grant-program-3055-2697.pdf


Review & Scoring 
Project Quality

CSES Notice of Funding Opportunity

https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697/nofo-supplement-community-solar-sovereignty-grant-program-3055-2697.pdf


Debrief & Final Scores

• All merit reviewers submit their 
individual scores, and their 
scores are averaged

• Once all scores have been 
submitted, merit reviewers 
meet to discuss their feedback 
on the application. 

• Average scores of 75 + will 
move to the negotiation stage

Application 
Submission

Administrative 
Review

Merit Review & 
Scoring

Debrief & Final 
Score 

Submission

Decision 
Letters Sent 

Denial 

Negotiation 

Invitation 

Technical 

Assistance 



Decision Letters - Denial

• Applications that do not meet 
the 75% threshold

• Merit review comments used 
to develop the denial letter 

• Applicant can use the 
comments in the denial letter 
to seek technical assistance 
and/or update and resubmit 
application

Application 
Submission

Administrative 
Review

Merit Review & 
Scoring

Debrief & Final 
Score 

Submission

Decision 
Letters Sent 

Denial 

Negotiation 

Invitation 

Technical 

Assistance 



Decision Letters - Negotiation Invitation

• Applications that meet or exceed 
the 75% threshold

• OEBU will set up a negotiation 
meeting to discuss project & 
areas identified by merit 
reviewers are needing more 
information 

• If negotiation is positive, the 
applicant will move forward in the 
application process

*Negotiation invitation is not a guarantee of a grant award

Application 
Submission

Administrative 
Review

Merit Review & 
Scoring

Debrief & Final 
Score 

Submission

Decision 
Letters Sent 

Denial 

Negotiation 

Invitation 

Technical 

Assistance 



Questions?



Application Support & Resources



Budget & Grant Resources

DCEO Grants Page DCEO Grants 
(illinois.gov)

• Watch grant, budgeting, 
reporting training videos

• Attend DCEO grant training 
sessions

• Get help on grant related 
questions from the DCEO 
Help Desk

https://dceo.illinois.gov/dceo-grants.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/dceo-grants.html


Partnership Resources

• List of EEC via the Illinois Shines 
program: Find-an-Equity-Eligible-
Contractor-as-of-1-18-2023.pdf 
(illinoisshines.com)

• Business Enterprise Program (BEP) 
Directory: State of Illinois Commission 
on Equity and Inclusion 
(diversitysoftware.com)

https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Find-an-Equity-Eligible-Contractor-as-of-1-18-2023.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Find-an-Equity-Eligible-Contractor-as-of-1-18-2023.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Find-an-Equity-Eligible-Contractor-as-of-1-18-2023.pdf
https://ceibep.diversitysoftware.com/?TN=ceibep
https://ceibep.diversitysoftware.com/?TN=ceibep
https://ceibep.diversitysoftware.com/?TN=ceibep


Community Solar Resources

• Explore Community Solar – Illinois 
Shines : Exploring Community Solar –
Illinois Shines

• National Community Solar Partnership 
– U.S. Department of Energy: 
Community Solar | Department of 
Energy

https://illinoisshines.com/exploring-community-solar/
https://illinoisshines.com/exploring-community-solar/
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/community-solar#:~:text=The%20U.S.%20Department%20of%20Energy%20defines%20community%20solar,such%20as%20individuals%2C%20businesses%2C%20nonprofits%2C%20and%20other%20groups.
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/community-solar#:~:text=The%20U.S.%20Department%20of%20Energy%20defines%20community%20solar,such%20as%20individuals%2C%20businesses%2C%20nonprofits%2C%20and%20other%20groups.


Next Steps

• Watch the Bidder’s Conference 
(3/14/2024)

• Recording

• Slide Deck

• Read the CSES NOFO & 
Complete Application

• Access additional TA support 
and resources on the CSES 
NOFO Page

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBxQxIAueOE
https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697/css-bidders-conference-ta-1.pdf
https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697/nofo-supplement-community-solar-sovereignty-grant-program-3055-2697.pdf
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697.html


Get Technical Assistance from a CEJA Program 
Coach 
CEJA Program Coaches provide 
technical assistance on developing an 
effective grant application. Applicants 
may sign up for multiple TA sessions. 

Use the QR code or link to sign up: 

https://forms.office.com/r/4qUkTdgC
FY

https://forms.office.com/r/4qUkTdgCFY
https://forms.office.com/r/4qUkTdgCFY


Questions?
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