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Zoom Basics

* Mute/unmute
e Stop/start video
* Raise hand
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* Emojis
 Chat
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Poll Question

Did you attend the last TA
session for this funding
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Presentation Overview

* Climate & Equitable Jobs Act
(CEJA) Overview

« Community Solar Energy Sovereignty
Grant Program Overview

* Required Application Documents

* Tips for Submitting an Effective
Application Package

* Merit Review Process
e Support & Resources
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Climate & Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA) Overview
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What is the Climate and
Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA)?

Equitable
workforce &

: ] _ S;%ggl? :ct fec?r business
Comprehensive energy legislation e [ development

that centers equity and puts lllinois
on track to achieve 100 percent
renewable energy by 2050. Electric Energy access

transportation & solar for all

Carbon-free Renewable
power energy

Energy
efficiency

artment of Commerce
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DCEO CEJA Ecosystem
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/ Workforce training programs

Contractor support programs

Workforce support \
programs
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Contractor
Incubator
$21M/yr.
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Primes Accelerator
$9M/yr.
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Coal to Solar

Equitable Energy
Future Grant
Up to $34M/yr

\
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Energy Transition
Community Grant
$40M/yr

Comm. Solar Energy
Sovereignty Grant
Up to $8.5M/yr

Clean Jobs
Workforce Network
$21M/yr.

X

Climate Works
Pre-apprenticeship
$OM/yr

Returning Resident
Clean Jobs
$6M/yr

™Y
Y./
Energy Transition

Navigators
$6M/yr.
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Energy Transition
Barrier Reduction

r

Commissions, Councils, & More

Energy Transition Workforce Commission
Energy Workforce Advisory Council

Jobs & Justice Fund
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Jobs & Environmental Justice Grant Program
Climate & Equitable Jobs Act Section 5-60
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/ Economic Development &
Jobs & Environmental Justice Grant

Coal to Solar Energy Transition Community

Grant

quitable Energy Future Grant
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Community Solar Energy
Sovereignty Grant

~

Administered by the Office

of Energy & Business Utility
(OEBU)

Equitable Energy Future

Grant Program



https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3054-2638.html
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Questions?
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Community Solar Energy Sovereignty
Grant Program Overview
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Community Solar Energy Sovereignty Grant
Climate & Equitable Jobs Act Section 5-60

What will the grant provide? Why? Who will the grant benefit?
* Intended to provide grants * To remove barriers to » Contractor businesses in
to plan, develop, and project, community & historically disadvantaged
execute community solar business development communities
projects. caused by lack of capital. e Equity investment eligible
* Provides upfront capital to communities
support the development of e Low-income households

community solar projects
and provides seed capital
and pre-development
funding to support
community ownership of
renewable energy project



Eligible Applicants

Community-b(acsgg)Organizations Public Entity Technical Support Provider

* The majority of the governing body * The public entity must represent a * The entity must demonstrate
and staff consists of local municipality or county (or robust community engagement
residents, school district, park district, etc.) and support.
Priority given to proposed projects
 The main operating offices are in located in and supporting an « Atechnical service provider can
the community, equity investment eligible be a solar supplier
community or communities; or installer or business involved in
* Priority issue areas are identified and benefiting participating low- the field of solar energy.
and defined by residents, income households.

* The public entity must certify that
no local community-
based organizations exist that can
fill this role.

e Solutions to address priority
issues are developed with
residents, and

* Program design, implementation,
and evaluation components have
residents intimately involved, in
leadership positions.

* The public entity must provide the
same showing of robust
community engagement as a non-
public entity would be required to
show.



Priority projects are those that are in or
support an equity investment eligible

community.

Crystal Lake

 Environmental Justice %

communities

Hoffma
Estate
-

3 8 &

 Restore. Reinvest.
Renew (R3)
communities

I ) L linois
R3 Communities: https://r3.illinois.gov/ epartment of Commerce

Equity Investment Eligible Community Map: https://energyequity.illinois.gov/resources/equity-investment-eligible- Economic Opportunity
B Pritzker, Governor
community-map.html :



https://r3.illinois.gov/
https://energyequity.illinois.gov/resources/equity-investment-eligible-community-map.html
https://energyequity.illinois.gov/resources/equity-investment-eligible-community-map.html

Project Phases

e Community Solar Energy
Sovereignty funds Phase
1 & Phase 2 Phase 1: Rl

Planning &

Pre-
development
Construction

Construction Implementation
Feasibility

e Construction &
Implementation costs
are not allowable

Illinois
Department of Commerce

& Economic Opportunity
JE Pritzker, Governor




Examples of activities for phases

Phase 1: Planning & Feasibility

Phase 2: Pre-development
Construction

e Early-Stage Project Planning

* Project Team Organization

e Site Identification

* Organizing a project business model
e Customer outreach

* Preliminary site assessments

e Development of cooperative or
community ownership project
models that allocate benefits to
equity eligible communities

* Procurement and contracting

e Securing financing

e Site control

e Customer outreach and enroliment
* Permitting and zoning

* Interconnection application costs
and fees, studies, and expenses

* Equipment and supplies
e Staff and operation expenses



What is a Community Solar Project?

“...any solar project or purchasing program, within a
geographic area, in which the benefits of a solar project

flow to multiple customers such as individuals,
businesses, nonprofits, and other groups.”

Department of Commerce

& Economic Opportunit y
JB Pritzker, Governor

Definition from the U.S. Department of Energy, National Community Solar Partnership



(U.S.%20Department%20of%20Energy,%20National%20Community%20Solar%20Partnership)

Types of Community Solar Projects

':’:'.-:-_ Traditional Community The solar project may not be located
=1 Solar Projects in or have connections with a

subscriber’'s community

Department of Commerce
onomic Opportunity

[llinois Shines, (n.d.). Explore Community Solar., Exploring Community Solar - lllinois Shines



https://illinoisshines.com/exploring-community-solar/

Types of Community Solar Projects

Projects intended to provide direct and
tangible benefits to, and involvement of, the
local community. Features community
ownership and wealth building.

CSDS projects are the type of community

% : :
mmm Commun!ty-Drlven solar projects that the Community Solar
L (onr.nmtunlty Solar (CSDS) Energy Sovereignty grant is seeking to fund.
rojects

>\ lllinois

epartment of Commerce
Economic Opportunity
3 Pritzker, Governor

Illinois Shines, (n.d). Explore Community Solar, Exploring Community Solar - lllinois Shines



https://illinoisshines.com/exploring-community-solar/

Direct Benefits Direct benefits for the owner(s) and

subscribers may include:

* Bill savings

 Revenues from project ownership

* Tax credits

 The financial value of the project, as well
as job creation, direct income, and
Increased economic activity in the
defined geographic community
Additional benefits for low-income
households

-Iéi'_.=._ Community-Driven
=T— Community Solar (CSDS)
Projects .

inois

[\ Department of Commerce
Economic Opportunity

Illinois Shines, (n.d). Explore Community Solar, Exploring Community Solar - lllinois Shines



https://illinoisshines.com/exploring-community-solar/

Community Ownership is...

“..an arrangement in which an electric generating facility is, or over
time will be, in significant part, owned collectively by members of the
community to which an electric generating facility provides benefits;
members of that community participate in decisions regarding the
governance, operation, maintenance, and upgrades of and to that
facility; and members of that community benefit from regular use of
that facility.”

/I, llinois
#=sf W Department of Commerce
%= - ¥/ & Economic Opportunity
, 2 _—'j JE Pritzker, Governor

CEJA Legislation, Section 1-75


https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/102/102-0662.htm

Demonstrating Community Benefits,
Ownership & Wealth Building

* Provide a target percentage goal for * Location of the project in an equity
ownership held by community members iInvestment eligible community
and/or non-profit organizations
* Engagement with CEJA/FEJA programs
e Qutline direct benefits to community

members . .
* Partnership/employment of equity

- Describe how community members, non-  €1gible contractors

profits, public entities located in the
community will participate in the project
organization, development, operations,
Management

>\ lllinois
epartment of Commerce

Economic Opportunity
B Pritzker, Governor

Illinois Shines — Community-Driven Community Solar Primary and Secondary Criteria:
https://illinoisshines.com/community-driven-community-solar/



https://illinoisshines.com/community-driven-community-solar/

How will the funding be provided?

Funding will be provided based on
established project milestones.

Upfront funding for program activities is
available.

Project milestones and upfront funding will
be negotiated at the time of grant
agreement.

>\ lllinois

| Department of Commerce
Economic Opportunity
Pritzker, Governor




Funding Phases

An applicant can apply for Phase 1 only,
Phase 2 only, or Phase 1 & Phase 2
funding.

If a grantee receives an award for Phase 1
& Phase 2 the Department will review
Phase 1 performance metrics to determine
whether the grantee may receive funding
for Phase 2 activities.

If grantee applies for Phase 2 only, they
must provide appropriate Phase 1

metrics for the Merit Reviewers to evaluate.

inois

[\ Department of Commerce
Economic Opportunity




Funding Stats

Total Funding  FY-y-gseTiTaes per year

A LLEUELE 650,000 - $1,000,000 (per application)

Up to 40 awards

Performance
Period Up to 4 years

Total per Applicant
Amount $3 million




~ Multiple Choice

" Which of the following would be
considered Phase 1 activities?

a) Early-Stage Project Planning
Preliminary site assessments
c) Site Control

Illinois

Department of Commerce
& Economic Opportunity




Multiple Choice

Which of the following activities
would NOT be considered a
B Phase 2 activity?

a) Permitting & Zonin
ecuring financing
c) Construction

Illinois

Department of Commerce
& Economic Opportunity




Questions?

GEJAILLIN
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Required Application Documents

R
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Uniform Grant Application in fillable PDF format Ap pl ica nt

Submission
Conflict of: Interest Discl
onflict of Interest Disclosure Documents
Mandatory Disclosure Find all NOFO Materials
and resources here:
Public Entity Attestation (if applicable) Community Solar Energy

Sovereignty Grant
Program (illinois.gov)

Uniform Budget utilizing template provided by DCEO

Community Solar Sovereignty Grant Application
Template

rtment of Commerce
omic Opportunity
ritzker, Governor



https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697.html

Application Package Documents

Illinois
Department of Commerce
& Economic Opportunity

Uniform ppllcatlun for State Grant Assistance

Agency Completed Section

1. Type of Submissian:

Q Pre-Application
@ Application

O ChangediCorrected Application

2. Type of Application:

New
O Continuation {Le. Multiple Year Grant)
O Revision (Modification to Initial Application)

3. Date/Time Received By State (Completed by
State Agency Upon Receipt of Application)

4. Name of Awarding Agency Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity
5. Catalog of State Financial Assistance (CSFA) Number

6. CSFA Title

Federal Assistance Listing I:l Not Applicable (No Federal Funding)

7. Assistance Listing Number #1
8. Assistance Listing Program Title #1
9. Assistance Listing Number #2

10. Assistance Listing Program Title #2

217.782.7500 Springfield | 312.814.7179 Chicago | www.

Conflict of Interest Disclosure

Award applicants and recipients of awards from the State of lilinois (collectively referred to herein as "Grantee”)
must disclose in writing to the awarding State agency any actual or potential conflict of interest that could affect
the State award for which the Grantee has applied or has received. See 30 ILCS 708/35; 44 Ill. Admin Code §
7000.40(b)(3); 2 CFR § 200.112. A conflict of interest exists if an organization's officers, directors, agents,
employees andjor their spouses or immediate family members use their position(s) for a purpose that is, or
gives the appearance of, being motivated by a desire for a personal gain, financial or nonfinancial, whether direct
or indirect, for themselves or others, particularly those with whom they have a family business or other close
associations. In addition, the following conflict of interest standards apply to governmental and non-
governmental entities.

Definitions:

Governmental Entity. If the Grantee is a governmental entity, no officer or employee of the Grantee, member of
its governing body or any other public official of the locality in which the award objectives will be carried out
shall participate in any decision relating to a State award which affects his/her personal interest or the interest of
any corporation, partnership or association in which he/she is directly or indirectly interested, or which affects
the personal interest of a spouse or immediate family member, or has any financial interest, direct or indirect, in
the work to be performed under the State award.

Non-governmental Entity. If the Grantee is a non-governmental entity, no officer or employee of the Grantee
shall participate in any decision relating to a State award which affects his/her personal interest or the interest of
any corporation, partnership or association in which he/she is directly or indirectly interested, or which affects
the personal interest of a spouse or immediate family member, o has any financial interest, direct or indiract, in
the work to be performed under the State award

The Grantee shall also establish safeguards, evidenced by palicies, rules and/or bylaws, to prohibit employees or

officers of Grantee from engaging in actions, which create or which appear to create 2 conflict of interest as
described herein.

The Grantee has a continuing duty to it i notify the of € and i
Opportunity (the “Department”) in writing of any actual or potential conflict of interest, as well as
any actions that create or which appear to create a conflict of interest.

Are there any current potential conflict(s) of interest, or any actions that create or which appear to
create a conflict of interest, related to the State award for which your organization has applied?

[]No [¥es
If there are any current potential conflict(s) of interest, or any actions that create or which appear

to create a conflict of interest, related to the State award for which your organization has applied,
please describe them all here:

Mandatory Disclosure

Award applicants and recipients of awards from the State of Hlinois (collectively referred to herein as "Grantee”)
must disclose, in a timely manner and in writing to the State awarding agency, all violations of State or federal
criminal law involving fraud, bribery, or gratuity violations potentially affecting the award. See 30 ILCS 708/40;
44 1. Admin. Code § 7000.40(b)(4); 2 CFR § 200.113. Failure to make the required disclosuras may result in
remedial action.

Are there any violations of State or federal criminal law involving fraud, bribery, or gratuity violations potentially
affecting the awarding of a grant to your organization? |, Oves
If there any violations of State or federal criminal law involving fraud, bribery, or gratuity violations potentially
affecting the awarding of a grant to your organization, please describe them all here:

Grantee has a continuing duty to disclose to the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (the
“Department”) all violations of criminal law involving fraud, bribery or gratuity viclations potentially affecting this
grant award.

By signing this document, below, as the duly authorized representative of the Grantee, [ hereby certify that:

. All of the statements in this Mandatory Disclosure form are true, complete and accurate to the best of
my knowledge. Iam aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims may subject
me to criminal, civil or administrative penalties. (U.S. Code, Title 18, Section 1001}

. There is no action, suit or proceeding at law or in equity pending, nor to the best of Grantee's
knowledge, threatened, against or affecting the Grantee, before any court or before any governmental
or administrative agency, which will have a material adverse effect on the performance required by
the grant award.

. Grantee is not currently operating under or subject to any cease and desist order, or subject to any
informal or formal regulatory action, and, to the best of the Grantee's knowledge, it is not currently
the subject of any investigation by any state or federal regulatory, law enforcement or legal authority.

. If Grantee becomes the subject of an action, suit or proceeding at law or in equity that would have a
material adverse effect on the performance required by an award, or an investigation by any state or
federal regulatory, law enforcement or legal authority, Grantee shall promptly notify the Department
in writing

Grantee Organization (Company Name)

Signature of Authorized Representative Date

Printed Name (Authorized Signator Name)

Printed Title (Authorized Signator Title) CSFA Number

lllinois

Department of Commerce
& Economic Opportunity

18 Pritzker, Governor

CERTIFICATION OF PUBLIC ENTITY QUALIFICATION AS
COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANIZATION

Name: Date:_/_/
Organization/Entity:
This certification will be used to ine whether the above-listed ization or entity

qualifies as a community-based organization under Section 5-60 of the Climate and Equitable Jobs
Act (Public Act 102-0662).

A public entity may qualify as a community-based organization, but only if the public entity
meets the following requirements:

a. The public entity must represent a municipality or county (or school district, park district, etc.)
Priority given to proposed projects located in and supporting an equity i eligible

or communities; and benefiting participating low-income households.

b. The public entity must certify that no local community-based organizations exist that are capable
of filling this role.

c. The public entity must provide the same showing of robust community engagement as a non-public
entity would be required to show.

By signing below, you certify that the information provided is true and complete and that
you understand that this document will be used for state government purposes.

Signature: Date /. __/

Printed Name:

Uniform Application
for State Grant

Assistance

Conflict of Interest
Disclosure

Mandatory
Disclosure

Public Entity
Attestation
f applicable)




Uniform Budget Template
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. State of Illinois -- Uniform Budget Template -- General Instructions
2 |

This form is used to apply to individual State of Illinois discretionary grant programs. Applicants should submit budgets based upon the total estimated costs for the project including all funding

sources. Pay attention to applicable program specific instructions, if attached. The applicant organization should refer to 2 CFR 200, “Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit
3 Requirements for Federal Awards” cited within these instructions.
3 |
5 You must consult with your Business Office prior to submitting this form for any award restrictions, limitations or requirements when filling out the narrative and Uniform Budget Template.
6 Section A — Budget Summary
7 STATE OF ILLINOIS FUNDS
8 All applicants must complete Section A and provide a break-down by the applicable budget categories shown in lines 1-17. Please read all instructions before completing form.
9 | STATE OF ILLINOIS GRANT FUNDS
10 Provide a total requested State of Illinois Grant amount for each year in the Revenue portion of Section A. The amount entered in Line (a) will equal the total amount budgeted on Line 18 of Section A.
11 | BUDGET SUMMARY — STATE OF ILLINOIS FUNDS
12 | All applicants must complete Section A and provide a break-down by the applicable budget categories shown in lines 1-17.
13 :
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Community Solar Energy -
Sovereignty Application
Template (Page 1)

* Applicant Name
(Organization/Entity/
Business Name)

c :
OMmunity So|ar Swereignty Grant
Program Application
3055-2697
[ ]

Otammyg
ity hased
“ DFLbh: Enitiky FrEAnatian
)

e OTechnica Servic
iy -based Organistion; Qaly [ﬂun.sl;: p"";"d”
on 3

OThe mg
HOFItY OF the RO
gm'm of Iocal "°5l:le:p Erning bady ang stalf
The main L
UFncm: N SRErILing afices ary i the camm
ez [ 30023 ane gy, ity
Hdents, e and defipgg by

/|

Community-based Organizations Only (Question 3)

3 Please verify that your organization meets the LIThe majority of the governing body and staff
following eligibility requirements by checking consists of local residents.

the boxes that applyl (NOFQ Section QLA)I [CJThe main operating offices are in the community.
[IPriority issue areas are identified and defined by
residents.

[ISolutions to address priority issues are developed
with residents.

[IProgram design, implementation, and evaluation

components have residents intimately involved, in
leadership positions.

* Type of Organization

e Organization/Entity/
Business specific questions

h “ga
THOFD Rapgiy,

{ structurg Tchecy;
NI

all that appies
Py Ot Proprietarship

=} Partnerzhig g

Bartnership)

* Notice: NOFO alignment per question

Department of Commerce
& Economic Opportunity

JB Pritzker, Govern



Community Solar En_ergy
Sovereignty Application
Template (Page 2)

* All applicant questions

* Narratives | |
N- Describe the community project

e Historical or future partnerships

e Site & scope of the community
solar projects |

* Ownership model being pursued

* Local community ber)efits
accomplished by project

Dltimited Liagig
Otoaperatiug
Ofcmporatign

¥ Company fLLey

Da-2100,00p
O5100,00; 5500,000

O 5500,0p; 51,000,000
051,000,001 10000000
L5 10.000, 000

~Ist the addressi pg
il be locgipg
Dars the pplicant gwn
;:-r:pon'f.-'.:d:lms:lcﬁl:'
1o, e ey have permissian fram th,
Swiner ko locate th PrCject on thp pr
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12, Briedly duseripe the communityjes) this prject wif) SEIVE fincluding location) and the CRMMURTY needs thys
Prafect will addrgzs e i the location i RI/ES (search by adoresy here CEL Grantes
300 words) [sen NOFD Sectian A, Program Descripting and Sacti

14, Briedly dpserie YRUT Sganization 'y historical ar fubyrg Partrership with the SEMmunity wherg the Berofect wilf
be lacated ang the length of that Partnarship fup tp T30 words), {Sep NOFO Section A, Pragram Descrption and
desonipbian of letters pf Support iny Sectian 0.2}

15.Please dpseripg the size ang seepp o the cammunity sqar Projectis) you are Propasing. o known, please
esbimate the Inatalbest capacity of the spjar Project (W, fj5ee NOFD Sechign [ N u]

16.Deseribe the SWnErship maded yoy AE PUrsuing, Haw wig the praject supgiorg 0P ative OF Comimunity
awnership of the project nduding long 180T gavernance, management ang malnitenance)? jup g 3000 wicedds),
iSee NOFG Section € ¢ and Seckion p 3 Project quadiny)

17.Oescribe the ather focy) cormmunity benafigs that the prajact wiy accomplish, Including hcahhhmh:m,.-_ wia
COMmunity renawabds Beneration ang acditiona) benafis for (= Incomp hnuschn:lt:s. {Sen NOF Soctian 0.2
Project descriptinn and Section £ Fraject qualibyy
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ommunity Solar En_ergy
overeignty Application

Template (Page 3)

 Phase 1 & Phase 2 act_ivities -
e Sale of energy production & detai

* Leveraged funding |
* Leveraged partnerships

Funding may be reguested for ong or bath of the Falll:mrgpralcctnhasc-s: Phaze 1 Flnining and
feasibilty, ang Phase 2: prg developmeny Fonstrctian. (Ser Nopn Secticn 4, Program Description:
“Grant funds m be used, - <and Perfarmanpe Goals and Measures)

Check the Phass L activities for DOEarty. Stage project Planning
which you ag requasting fung g, DProject team organtzation
ACheck alf that apply) Cisite Izentificatian

0 Organizing 3 Rroiect busingss modgf

Ocustomer autrzach

Oprelim mary site azsnssments

o Development of oofierative ar oMMty cwnershio modef pr
Braject modpls phag allacate benedis g eouity Investrmen ahigible
COmmunitips.

O Other: click o 13p heere tor et g

Check the Phass 2 actiuities for
witibch you are "egLEsting funding
(Check alf that applyi.

DIProcureman ang Eantracting
Dsecuning financing
Otustamer autreach and enroiim png
DPermlhlng and aoning

Dlntnn:.anncnlon Applicabian casts 304 Fees, studies ang
SAPERgEs

OEquipment ang suppilies

CIstaff ang CRErAtaNs sxpenses

L1 Dther: gk o B heere t enter byt
Oves

Owe

D traybe/unsure

Does the prajecy incliede the saie ap

SRETRY production?

1 yos, oF maybe/unsurg dezeribe
Fow the applicant will self entrgy
T CUSMErs and remain
CEmmerially wabie upon prajecy
completion,
Which of the Fallowing ncentive or
BRI programs haye WOuU applied
oo plan tp apply ta for this
Praject, if any
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‘What is the estimated tnga)
number ef months requirest ty
Lomplete the prg eet?

Fhase ] ctivitles: Ciic
Phase 2 Activities: [

ommunity Solal_r En_ergy
overeignty Application
Template (Page 4)

e Estimated timeline for prOJIect
» Key staff bios/resumes/ro egls
* Clean energy workforce. detai
* Cost efficiency & effectiveness

information |
e Supplemental documentation

24, Priveice Brief bins of the ey staff whi wijf be assigneg 1o s progece, thajr reles, ang PTCEntage time ey wil
spend on the Proect, Indicape Ay anticipabeg new hires and indisde Iob dascriptipng of the Mtopated prsitinns
andfor description af any bus.nnss,'br;anlzar.lcn: or cantrachar Partnershigs currenily in place ar Flan o develop,
{Up o spo Worls) (s MOED Sertion D2, Staffing & Warkforce Owwelopm Enk and Lotrery of Suppart)

25, Provice dotgjis ahout how yoor Rroject wil suppary the grawth of thy thean energy warkfaros i lbniots ang any
Cofitechions FOU have bg the CEM or FEIA warkforcg Programs {up o Sop wordsh {Sap Rorn Section .3}

26, In srder by deseribe the cpsp efficierncy ang alfectivensy of the planngg ctiities apg Projecing SUtromes,
please teseripy hicw your Srganizaticn developed the praject budget apy budger narragive 1o demionsbrate cggy
efficiency ang -:dl’n:uvnnc:: Measures j.q. Frice Comparisons of supplh:s.-'mnmrmls or lcasc\,-'anchasn af lared,

oru:ri ¥ Arocucticn research, o dnsngn,"c-ngmccr:r:n:-nn:n, ®0C | fup ba sog wards) lzee NOpg Section 0.2y

Supplemantal g Acumentation fplpgse chesk any altached|

O erapeny, Panership documens pg Hacument dam, Arstrating applicant's Futharity ta make gipe
Improvements,

o Letberfs) of support fram oMty leaders 309 Hakehalders d:.:un'enl:lng thair supper for the Broject
and the BammLnity npegy i Will address fapaionaf but rEcommended)

O ror Zhase 7 Brojecks; Dc:ugn ar Lonstruckion documents that provicis details of the praject, ll'.:'::ulahln:
These may be Prowided afer Phage 1 Ackivitias 3oy complate lfsutn'ul:hng ppdication for Fhase 1 and
Phase 2. if opgy submitting Phage 3 application, Sotumentation of phe Priar planning and feasibility mysp
be provided o SUpRArting decumeny % in the initiag pplication,

O duates used for huq.-_ttoshma:es_ W availabie {esamplps Rrecanstruction, Budget, Praposalsfestimatag),
These dacumengs may be proviced afer Phase 1 actiyigjpg are camplete, if “ubmithing application fnr
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Program Specific Application Tips

* If you make a claim, back it up with
evidence




How can this statement be improved?

“This project will have tremendous benefit
to the community!”




How can this claim be improved?

“This project” is vague.
Are there certain aspects that will have an
impact? Is this a solar, wind, hydropower
project? Renovation, new build?

“This project will have tremendous benefit
to the community!”




How can this claim be improved?

“This project” is vague. “Tremendous” is subjective.
Are there certain aspects that will have an Get into specifics - $ saved, # of
impact? Is this a solar, wind, hydropower people/households impacted, energy
project? Renovation, new build? produced or saved, jobs created etc.

“This project will have tremendous/benefit
to the community!”

Department of Commerce




How can this claim be improved?

“This project” is vague. “Tremendous” is subjective.
Are there certain aspects that will have an Get into specifics - $ saved, # of
impact? Is this a solar, wind, hydropower people/households impacted, energy
project? Renovation, new build? produced or saved, jobs created etc.

“This project will have tremendous/benefit

“The community” is a broad.

What groups or individuals will see the most benefit?
(i.e. low-income households, equity investment
eligible community(ies) etc.)

! Department of Commerce
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Program Specific Application Tips

Ensure that your application is answering WHAT, HOW, WHY, WHEN:

 What are the activities that will take place?




Budget Template Categories

Personnel

Supplies

Phase 1
Feasibility

Fringe
benefits

Contractual
Services &
Subawards

Phase 2 Site
Control

Equipment

Consultant
(Professional
Services)

Phase 2
Permitting




Where should | put this?

* Wages for project manager,
outreach staff

 Personnel

* Benefits for project manager
* Fringe benefits

e Subrecipient staff wages
e Contractual Services

e Zoning or building permit costs

* Phase 2 Permitting &
Interconnection costs

* Architect/energy auditor costs
e Consultant (professional services)

e Site testing costs
 Phase 1 Feasibility/Market
Analysis

* Legal fees associated with
financing, purchasing, or leasing
land

 Phase 2 Site Control




Budget Narrative Tips

Personnel Narrative (State):

* Each budget tab asks for a brief budget narrative.

* Be specific and concise. Offer detail when helpful, but don’t provide
too much detail for smaller expenses.

 Cite calculations: show your math for both justifications of costs
and accuracy.

e Collect quotes and invoices, if available.




Budget Narrative Examples

* Personnel: In describing costs, list personnel and their positions
and briefly describe their contribution to the project.

» Consultants or contractors: Explain who is being subcontracted,
their scope of work, and why you needed a person’s expertise or

services.

* Equipment: Identify pricing or quotes. Explain how the equipment
will be used in the project and if it will be shared with other
projects.




Before You Submit

E( Have someone unrelated to the project read
your application

E( Seek technical assistance from a CEJA
Program Coach

A Use the NOFO Criteria as a guide (NOFO p. 10)

E( Double check all required documents are
ready for submission

E( Submit only through Smartsheet (Emails and
links will not be accepted)




Round 1 Application

Application

Decision
Sent

Lo 4
Application
submitted

Application
reviewed

Application Period:
March 5, 2024 - July 1, 2024

Rolling Grant:
Applications are reviewed on a first
come, first served basis

Decision letters sent monthly
If an application is denied, the

applicant can seek technical
assistance/support and resubmit
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What is a merit review team?

* GATA requires that all state award
applications are scored by an
independent team of reviewers

* Experienced individuals in related
industry and/or grant management

e 3-4 individuals per team




What is the role of a merit reviewer?

* Review all application and
supplemental documents

* Provide a score based on the
criteria provided in the NOFO

* Provide per question and overall
comments

* Make funding recommendations



Merit Review Process
Invitation

Decision
Letters Sent

Debrief & Final
Score
Submission

Application Administrative Merit Review &

Submission Review Scoring

Technical
Assistance




Administrative Review

e Internal review

* Verifies all required documents
were submitted

Application

* Confirms eligibility S
* Not a quality or content review

* |If documents are missing,
applicant will receive denial letter
and can resubmit for a later
review

Administrative
Review

Department of Commerce
onomic Opportunity




Merit Review & Scoring

* Merit reviewers receive all
documents submitted by the
applicant

épglic_ati_on Adngni§trative J L
* Applications are scored by J\
each merit reviewer on a
100% scale using four
criteria areas

\
2} Department of Commerce
Economic Opportunity

CSES Notice of Funding Opportunity



https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697/nofo-supplement-community-solar-sovereignty-grant-program-3055-2697.pdf

Merit Review & Scoring

~
Documentation of Need

(10%)

/
N

Cost Effectiveness/Return
on Investment (20%)

Y
N
Applicant Qualifications &
Capacity (25%)

Project Quality (45%)

CSES Notice of Funding Opportunity



https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697/nofo-supplement-community-solar-sovereignty-grant-program-3055-2697.pdf

Review & Scoring
Documentation of Need

term partnership wi
Ship with the community j
the community that wij| be served b; t'lr:e

Documentation of Need (10%)
The project’s location is within or serving equity investment eligible communities | 5%
or underserved communities.
Plan describes the community needs and how this project will address the 5%
needs.
s, including CEJA or Fi

gib
uates and/or contractor Participants t

r'on-the-job training opportu 0 work on the

nities to CEJA or FEJA

Illinois
Department of Commerce
& Economic Opportunity

JB Pritzker, Governor

CSES Notice of Funding Opportunity



https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697/nofo-supplement-community-solar-sovereignty-grant-program-3055-2697.pdf

Review & Scoring
Cost Effectiveness/
Return on Investment

Quality of plan to gens

Cost Effectiveness/Return on Investment (20%)

The cost efficiency and effectiveness of the planned activities and projected
outcomes.

Ability to leverage existing funding sources, incentives, services and
partnerships to improve the cost effectiveness and return on investment of the

project.

CSES Notice of Funding Opportunity

)\ Mlinois
Department of Commerce
& Economic Opportunity

JE Pritzker, Govern



https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697/nofo-supplement-community-solar-sovereignty-grant-program-3055-2697.pdf

Review & Scoring

Applicant Qualifications
& Capacity

which the proje
project.

10%

fved by the
Applicant Qualifications and Capacity (25%) ¥

Applicant’s capacity to execute the project and the qualifications of those 15%
assigned to the project and/or plan to hire or contract with other partners to
execute the project.
Applicant’s historical or future long-term partnership with the community in 10%
which the project will be located or the community that will be served by the
project.

5 Department of Commerce
& Economic Opportunity

JE Pritzker, Govern

CSES Notice of Funding Opportunity



https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697/nofo-supplement-community-solar-sovereignty-grant-program-3055-2697.pdf

Review & Scoring

Project Quality

Documentation of Need (10%
The project's location is within o]

I serving equity investment eligible Communities | 5%
or underserved Communities.
community needs and how thijsg project wil| address the 5%
nNeeds.

Applicant Qualifications and Capacity (259,
Applicant's Capacity to exec

ute the project and the qualifications of those

15%
h other partners to

CSES Notice of Funding Opportunity

long-term partnership with the community in 10%
which the Project will be locateq or the community that will be served by the
ro,
Project Quali 45%
Quality of Plan to generate energy and create coceme Wnership through 10%
CoOmmunihe cal 1
{o project feasibility, [ 59
. i % o nd im lementation.
— Pl'ﬂject Qua"ty {45 gwnership thI‘DUQh 10% Served, reduction in 5%
f plan to generate energy and create community : #{ﬂ,ﬁ;y _
Quality Ol pian . : ibility, 5% ~for-profit
ity solar project. vities related to project feasibility e
Gnmmunlty t rﬂjEEt th I'CILIQh activitie i lementation. ctor 10%
Quality of plan to execute p ; |ect development, and imp P 504, EJA or FEJA
: tion, project planning, proj holds served. reduction in Bor or i
Project concepion. of the project in terms of house unities or FEJA
Anticipated uutccimeasnd non-energy benefits for targEt, EEmnrgﬁt equity 15% nt (20%
utlity energy costs, the energy and cost savings will be tfor-profi and projected | 1g9,
Quality of plan for how n -income households, no - 0%
. t eligible communities, low-in igible communities, etc. 0% Vestment of the
St erving equity investment eligible d contractor 10%
nrgaplzalflmil::m support clean energy wnrk‘iﬁme iﬂéluding CEJA or FEJA
Quality of p - ity eligible contractors, k on the
hiring equity elig articipants to wor
development by tes and/or contractor p FEJA
ogram graduate d/C ities to CEJA or
wnrlkﬁ:;rgﬁ;rgrgnﬁer gn-the-jﬂb training opportunitie ._
projec
articipants.



https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697/nofo-supplement-community-solar-sovereignty-grant-program-3055-2697.pdf

Debrief & Final Scores

e All merit reviewers submit their
Individual scores, and their
scores are averaged

Debrief & Final

 Once all scores have been Submission Review Submisslon
submitted, merit reviewers
meet to discuss their feedback
on the application. |

Application Administrative

* Average scores of 75 + will
move to the negotiation stage

nois

partment of Commerce
conomic Opportunity




Decision Letters - Denial

* Applications that do not meet
the 75% threshold

Debrief & Final
Score
Submission

Decision
Letters Sent

* Merit review comments used AT

Submission Review

to develop the denial letter

* Applicant can use the <
comments in the denial letter
to seek technical assistance
and/or update and resubmit
application

nois

partment of Commerce
conomic Opportunity




Decision Letters - Negotiation Invitation

* Applications that meet or exceed
the 75% threshold

* OEBU will set up a negotiation

Debrief & Final

m eetl N g to d |SC uss p rOJ eCt & Application Administrative Score Le?te:risiggnt

Submission Review

Submission

areas identified by merit
reviewers are needing more
Information

* |If negotiation is positive, the
applicant will move forward in the
application process

nois
partment of Commerce
conomic Opportunity

*Negotiation invitation is not a guarantee of a grant award
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Budget & Grant Resources

DCEO Grants Page DCEQO Grants DCEO Grants
(illinois.gov) ®

« Watch grant, budgeting, |$&|
reporting training videos

Apply for Funding Upcoming Grant Trainings
o Atte n d DC EO gra nt tra I n I ng Search a current listing of DCEO grant Interested in learning more about the grant
opportunities including application links and process? See the calendar listing of

information, as well as information on upcoming live training cpportunities and

SeSSiOnS Capital Grants. sign-up for future grant trainings.

 @Get help on grant related
questions from the DCEO .‘
Help Desk

Video Training & Resource Contact DCEO Grant Help
Library Desk

A collection of training videos from MNeed assistance with a grant-

all facets of the grant lifecycle. related question? Click here to

Enjoy short tutorials on how to contact the DCEQ Grant Help Desk.
navigate the grant process.

Illinois
Department of Commerce

& Economic Opportunity
JB Pritzker, Governor


https://dceo.illinois.gov/dceo-grants.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/dceo-grants.html

Partnership Resources

List of EEC via the lllinois Shines
program: Find-an-Equity-Eligible-
Contractor-as-of-1-18-2023.pdf

(illinoisshines.com)

Business Enterprise Program (BEP)
Directory: State of lllinois Commission

on Equity and Inclusion

(diversitysoftware.com)

Illinois

Department of Commerce



https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Find-an-Equity-Eligible-Contractor-as-of-1-18-2023.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Find-an-Equity-Eligible-Contractor-as-of-1-18-2023.pdf
https://illinoisshines.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Find-an-Equity-Eligible-Contractor-as-of-1-18-2023.pdf
https://ceibep.diversitysoftware.com/?TN=ceibep
https://ceibep.diversitysoftware.com/?TN=ceibep
https://ceibep.diversitysoftware.com/?TN=ceibep

Community Solar Resources

 Explore Community Solar - lllinois
Shines : Exploring Community Solar -
lllinois Shines

 National Community Solar Partnership
- U.S. Department of Energy:
Community Solar | Department of

Energy

Illinois

Department of Commerce
& Economic Opportunity
JE Pritzker, Governor



https://illinoisshines.com/exploring-community-solar/
https://illinoisshines.com/exploring-community-solar/
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/community-solar#:~:text=The%20U.S.%20Department%20of%20Energy%20defines%20community%20solar,such%20as%20individuals%2C%20businesses%2C%20nonprofits%2C%20and%20other%20groups.
https://www.energy.gov/communitysolar/community-solar#:~:text=The%20U.S.%20Department%20of%20Energy%20defines%20community%20solar,such%20as%20individuals%2C%20businesses%2C%20nonprofits%2C%20and%20other%20groups.

nt!
unity Solar Energy Sovereignty
i Grant Program

Next Steps Rt

Department of Commerce
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBxQxIAueOE
https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697/css-bidders-conference-ta-1.pdf
https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697/nofo-supplement-community-solar-sovereignty-grant-program-3055-2697.pdf
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2697.html

Get Technical Assistance from a CEJA Program
Coach

CEJA Program Coaches provide
technical assistance on developing an
effective grant application. Applicants
may sign up for multiple TA sessions.

CEJA NOFO Applicant Technical
Assistance Sign Up

Use the QR code or link to sign up:

https://forms.office.com/r/4qUkTdgC
EFY



https://forms.office.com/r/4qUkTdgCFY
https://forms.office.com/r/4qUkTdgCFY
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