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Items of Note

1. This session is being recorded

2. The recording and this slide deck will be 
made available in a follow-up email to 
this session and on the NOFO website

3. Please remain muted throughout the 
session and add questions. 

4. Questions will be taken at the end of 
each section.



1. Climate & Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA)

2. Community Solar Energy Sovereignty Overview

3. Grant Accountability & Transparency Act 
(GATA) & Pre-Qualification

4. Grant Application & Submission Requirements

Overview 



Climate & Equitable Jobs Act
(CEJA)



What is the Climate and 
Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA) ?  

Comprehensive energy legislation 
that centers equity and puts Illinois 
on track to achieve 100 % clean 
energy by 2050.

Equitable 
Business 

Development

Energy Access 
& Solar For All

Renewable 
Energy

Energy 
Efficiency

Carbon-free 
Power

Electric 
Transportation

Equitable 
Workforce 

Development



DCEO Clean Energy Programs

CEJA Councils & Boards
Office of Energy & Business Utility (OEBU)

CEJA Contractor Support Programs ($30M+)
Office of Entrepreneurship & Innovation 

Technology(OEIT)

Contractor 
Incubator 
$21M/yr.

Contractor 
Primes Accelerator

$9M/yr.

Future Energy     
Jobs Act (FEJA)

OET

FEJA Workforce 
Training Program

Clean Energy Jobs 
& Justice Fund

Energy Workforce 
Advisory Council 

Returning Resident
Clean Jobs

$6M/yr.

Clean Jobs 
Workforce Network

$21M/yr.

Climate Works
Pre-apprenticeship

$9M/yr.

CEJA Workforce Training Programs ($61 M +) 
Office of Employment & Training (OET)

Energy Transition 
Navigators

$6M/yr.

Energy Transition
 Barrier Reduction

$15M/yr.

Equitable Energy 
Future Grant

Up to $25.5M/yr. 

CEJA Economic & Community Development ($74M)
Office of Energy & Business Utility (OEBU)

Coal to Solar

Solar Energy 
Sovereignty Grant
Up to $8.5M/yr. 

Energy Transition 
Community Grant 

$40M/yr. 

Clean Energy Career 
Pathway Program

$4M

Funding Opportunity Currently Open



Open for Business: Illinois’ 2024 Economic 
Growth Plan

• CEJA legislation and Equitable Energy Future 

addresses 3 of 4 economic development goals 

oAdvance Comprehensive Economic 

Development

oPromote Equitable Growth by Empowering 

Workers, Entrepreneurs, and Communities

oBuild Out the New Clean Energy Economy

• Equity Focused



CEJA Equity Focus

Some groups of people and 
communities benefit more 

from clean energy 
investments while some 
others suffer more from 

environmental impacts & 
community disinvestment. 

The benefits of clean 
energy investments 

and good-paying 
clean energy jobs 

should be distributed 
equitably.



What is Equity? 

Equity is when support and 

resources are deliberately and 

thoughtfully designed to fit the 

need of an individual or 

community.

CEJA was designed with equity at 

its center to ensure ALL 

Illinoisians are part of the journey 

toward a clean energy future. 



How Can CEJA Help 
My Community?

• Community takes leadership role in 
clean energy transition

• Energy transition will bring

• Economic opportunity

• Economic growth

• Job opportunities

• Better environmental outcomes

• Better health outcomes

• Can expand economic development 
efforts

• Clean energy jobs make communities 
more resilient, combat climate change



How Can CEJA Help My 
Organization?
• Provide stable funding

• Build capacity

• Hiring staff

• Professional development

• Build new network of partners 
and providers

• Flexible funding source

• State Funds which can be leveraged 
with other non-CEJA programs



How Can CEJA 
Help Employers?
• Access qualified candidates with 

fundamental clean energy knowledge 
and skills and essential employability 
skills.

• Meet minimum equity or supplier 
diversity requirements 

• Grow their businesses to take 
advantage of clean energy project 
funding.

• Provide capital for renewable and 
energy efficiency projects 



Community Solar Energy 
Sovereignty Grant Program



What is Community Solar? 

“Any solar project or 

purchasing program, 

within a geographic area, 

in which the benefits flow 

to multiple customers 

such as individuals, 

businesses, nonprofits 

and other groups” 

- U.S. Dept. of Energy



What is Equitable Community Solar ?

Equitable Community Solar 

Projects provide direct, 

tangible benefits to and 

involvement of the local 

community and have a 

specific focus on 

underserved/disadvantaged 

communities.



Benefits of Community Solar

Utility Savings

Workforce 

Development

Community

Ownership
Health

Benefits

Resilience



NOFO Fundamentals: Community Solar Energy 

Funding 

Eligible Applicants 

Funding Background 
& Goal

The Community Solar Energy Sovereignty 
(CSES) Grant Program is one of the two grants 
funded under the Jobs & Environmental Justice 
Grant Fund

CSES offers pre-development funding to 
support the development of community solar 
projects.

The goal of CSES is to remove barriers to 
project, community & business development 
caused by lack of capital. 



NOFO Fundamentals: Community Solar Energy

Funding 

Eligible Applicants 

Funding Purpose 
& Goal

Community-Based Organizations
Must fit the definition outlined by the National Community-
Based Organization Network (NCBON) in the Illinois Power 
Agency’s 2022 Long Term Plan:

A. The majority of the governing body and staff consists of 
     local residents,

B. The main operating offices are in the community,

C. Priority issue areas are identified and defined by residents,

D. Solutions to address priority issues are developed with 
    residents, and

E. Program design, implementation, and evaluation 
    components have residents intimately involved, in 
    leadership positions. 



NOFO Fundamentals: Community Solar Energy

Funding 

Eligible Applicants 

Funding Purpose 
& Goal

Public Entity
A public entity may qualify as a community-based 
organization, but only if the public entity meets the 
following requirements: 

A. The public entity must represent a municipality or 
county (or school district, park district, etc.)

B. The public entity must certify that no local 
community-based organizations exist that can fill 
this role.
 

C. The public entity must provide the same showing of 
robust community engagement as a non-public 
entity would be required to show.



NOFO Fundamentals: Community Solar Energy

Funding 

Eligible Applicants 

Funding Purpose 
& Goal

Technical Service Providers directly working with 
a CBO
Technical service providers as defined in the 
CEJA Section 5-60 (e) (4) working in direct 
partnership with community-based organizations 
(as defined above). 

A. The entity must demonstrate robust 
community engagement and support.

B. A technical service provider can be a solar 
supplier or installer or business involved in the 
field of solar energy.



NOFO Fundamentals: Community Solar Energy 

Funding 

o Total Funding: $8.5 million per year 

o Per Applicant Award: $50,000 - $1,000,000

o Estimated Number of Awards: Up to 40 

o Applicants may apply for multiple projects. However, 
applicants will only be approved for a total award 
amount of funds up to $3 million between all projects.

o Applicants may apply for both CSES and EEF. However, 
they can only receive a maximum award between EEF 
and CSES of up to $3 million. 

Eligible Applicants 

Funding Purpose 
& Goal



Priority projects are those that
are located in or support an equity 
investment eligible community.

• Environmental Justice 
communities

• Restore. Reinvest. Renew (R3) 
communities

https://energyequity.illinois.gov/resources/equity-investment-eligible-community-map.html

https://energyequity.illinois.gov/resources/equity-investment-eligible-community-map.html


Project Phases

Phase 1: 
Planning & 
Feasibility

Phase 2: 
Pre-Development

Phase 3: 
Construction

Phase 4: 
Implementation

Activities funded by CSES

Applications can be submitted for 

Phase 1 only, Phase 2 only, 

or Phase 1 & 2

Activities not funded by CSES

(DCEO Reporting Required)

Construction & Implementation costs 

are not allowable under CSES



Allowable Activities 

Phase 1: Planning and feasibility Phase 2: Pre-development construction

Early-Stage Project Planning Procurement and contracting

Project Team Organization Securing financing

Site Identification Site control

Organizing a project business model Customer outreach and enrollment

Customer outreach Permitting and zoning

Preliminary site assessments Equipment and supplies

Development of cooperative or community 

ownership project models that allocate 

benefits to equity eligible communities

Interconnection application costs and fees, 

studies and expenses

Staff and operation expenses



Community Solar Energy Sovereignty
Grant Results 
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Withdrew 

Application, 
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Review, 11.8%

Late 

Submission, 

17.6%
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Issue, 47%
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Total 
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Project Funding 

• Funds for CSES are disbursed based 

on milestones determined during the 

negotiation process. 

• Each milestone is connected to a 

critical decision point in the project. 

• An agreed upon percentage of funds 

will be disbursed upon completion of 

each milestone until all milestones 

are completed. 



Project Funding Example 

Grantee A

Award Amount: $500,000

Number of Milestones: 2

Milestone Funding Percentage: 

50% of grant funds per milestone 

Funded Phase(s): Phase 1



Building the Capital Stack

Other 
Gov’t 

Funding

Private 
Equity

Tax 
Credits

Incentives

Loan 
Programs

DCEO 
Funding

Applicants must demonstrate how 

they plan to fund their project. 

CSES funds only cover a portion of 

project funds. 

Applicants are encouraged to 

explore other available funding 

opportunities through DCEO, other 

state agencies, federal support, 

loans, incentives, private equity 

etc. 

Lead 

Applicant



Project Scenario: Non-profit organization, Net Zero/Near Net Zero Retrofit, located in and/or 

serves EJ/R3/DAC, mixed use commercial/residential building with market rate and low-income 

tenants
DCEOIFA

C-PACE Bright 
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Energy 
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Loan

Working 

Capital

IRA-Tax 

Credit 

Building 

Electrification

IPA FEDSIHDA
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IL Shines/ 
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EEP/EEC

&

Min. Equity 

Standard

CEJA Equitable 

Energy Future 

Grant

SSBCI

Community 

Solar 

Sovereignty 

Grant

CEJA Incubator/ 

Accelerator

CEJA Workforce Hub/

 Pre-Apprentichip/

On The Job Training

ICC

Equitable 

Energy 

Upgrades

Green 

Resilient 

Retrofit 

Program

TIF

REC Bridge 

Loan

Local

IRA-Tax 

Credit 

Jobs and Justice 

Fund



Illinois Renewable/Clean Energy 
Funding Opportunities
Agency Programs

Federal Programs IRA 

Illinois Capital Development Board Stretch Goals

Illinois Commerce Commission Equitable Energy Upgrade Program 

Illinois Community College Board IAC Program: Clean Energy Build/Manufacturing Workforce

Illinois Dept. of Commerce & 

Economic Opportunity 

CEJA Workforce Training Programs | CEJA Contractor Programs | Community Economic Development 

Programs | Reimagining Energy and Vehicles in Illinois Act (REV)-Manufacturing

Illinois Dept. of Transportation National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Program | Competitive Freight-Port Infrastructure

Illinois Environmental Protection 

Agency

Energy Codes Training | EE Trust Fund | Electric Vehicle Rebate | Electric School Bus | Energy 

Assessments | Energy Efficiency Conservation Block Grant | Energy Efficiency Variety | 

Illinois Finance Authority Illinois Climate Bank | C-PACE | GRID: muni. utility/rural coops | State Small Bus. Credit Initiative | 

Charging & Fueling Infrastructure| Greenhouse Gas Reduction 

Illinois Power Agency Illinois Shines | IL Solar For All | Energy Equity Portal | Min. Equity Standard | Utility Scale 

Procurement

U.S. Dept of Energy Funding and Financing

Applicants can also visit the Clean Energy 

Funding Sources/Opportunities List for 

additional funding opportunities

Note: Due to ongoing changes at the federal level some of these resources or funding opportunities may change.

https://www.nga.org/ira-resources/#:~:text=The%20Inflation%20Reduction%20Act%20(IRA,energy%2C%20transportation%20and%20the%20environment.
https://cdb.illinois.gov/business/codes/illinois-energy-codes/illinois-stretch-energy-code.html
https://www.icc.illinois.gov/informal-processes/Equitable-Energy-Upgrade-Plan
https://iac.uic.edu/
https://dceo.illinois.gov/ceja/workforce-training-programs.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/ceja/ceja-contractor-programs.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/ceja/other-ceja-programs.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/ceja/other-ceja-programs.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/businesshelp/rev.html
https://idot.illinois.gov/transportation-system/environment/drive-electric.html
https://idot.illinois.gov/transportation-system/transportation-management/planning/freight/illinois-competitive-freight-program.html
https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/energy/energy-efficiency/energy-code.html
https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/energy/energy-efficiency/energy-efficiency-trust-fund-grant.html
https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/ceja/electric-vehicle-rebates.html
https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/air-quality/driving-a-cleaner-illinois.html
https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/energy/energy-efficiency/energy-efficiency-assessment-program.html
https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/energy/energy-efficiency/energy-efficiency-assessment-program.html
https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/energy/energy-efficiency/energy-efficiency-conservation-block-grant.html
https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/energy/energy-efficiency.html
https://www.il-fa.com/programs/cb
https://www.il-fa.com/programs/c-pace
https://www.il-fa.com/programs/grid
https://www.il-fa.com/programs/ssbci
https://www.transportation.gov/rural/grant-toolkit/charging-and-fueling-infrastructure-grant-program
https://www.epa.gov/greenhouse-gas-reduction-fund
https://illinoisshines.com/
https://www.illinoissfa.com/
https://energyequity.illinois.gov/
https://ipa.illinois.gov/diversity-equity-and-inclusion/minimum-equity-standard.html
https://www.ipa-energyrfp.com/
https://www.ipa-energyrfp.com/
https://www.energy.gov/funding-financing
https://uofi.app.box.com/v/cleanenergyfunding
https://uofi.app.box.com/v/cleanenergyfunding


What are the reporting requirements?

Depending on the project, grantees may be required to report on some or 
all the items below in addition to project specific metrics/deliverables

Planning/development 
activities completed

Renewable project(s) 
successfully 
completed

Energy efficiency 
projects successfully 

completed

Installed capacity of 
completed renewable 

energy projects

Projected output of 
completed renewable 

energy projects

Projected annual 
energy savings of 
completed energy 
efficiency projects

Permanent full-time 
equivalent jobs 

created
Investment leveraged



NOFO Round Updates

Communication at NOFO 
Process Steps

Applications submitted at least 
16 days prior will have 

Administrative Review. If 
application is missing 

documentation, applicant will be 
alerted an allowed to 

revise/resubmit



Grant Accountability & 
Transparency Act (GATA) & 

Pre-Qualification



Overview

•Review the DCEO Grant Process

•How to register in the IL GATA Grantee Portal

•Pre-Qualification

•Notice of Funding Opportunity

•What to expect after Grant Award



Competitive Grant Life Cycle

Pre-Award 
Requirements

Application 
Submission/Review

Active Grant

• Valid UEI number

• Current SAM.gov account

• Not be on the Federal 
Excluded Parties list

• Be in Good Standing with 
the Illinois Secretary of 
State

• Not be on the IL Stop 
Payment List

• Fiscal and Administrative 
Risk Assessment

NOTE: can all be found at 
grants.Illinois.gov/portal 

• Merit Review Committee

• Programmatic Risk 
Assessment Questionnaire

• Accepted Applicants will 
Receive Notice

• Grant Agreement 
Execution

NOTE: application and 
information above can be 
found on the Catalog of State 
Financial Assistance (CSFA) 
or DCEO staff for direct grants

• Grant funds are paid on a 
reimbursement basis, 
except an initial working 
capital advance

• Grant funds will be 
disbursed upon approval 
of expenditure reports



What is GATA?

•GATA - Grant Accountability and Transparency Act

•GATA Goals:

• Remove duplicative processes

• Increase accountability and transparency

• Follow 2 CFR 200



Getting Started in the GATA Grantee Portal

•https://grants.illinois.gov/portal/ 

• Create Account

https://grants.illinois.gov/portal/


Getting Started in the GATA Grantee Portal

• GATA New User Guide
• https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/GATA/

Documents/Resource%20Library/GA
TA%20New%20User%20Guide.pdf 

• Provides step-by-step GATA Portal 
instructions

• For new or current Portal users

• Grant Accountability and 
Transparency Unit at GOMB
• https://gata.illinois.gov/ 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/GATA/Documents/Resource%20Library/GATA%20New%20User%20Guide.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/GATA/Documents/Resource%20Library/GATA%20New%20User%20Guide.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/GATA/Documents/Resource%20Library/GATA%20New%20User%20Guide.pdf
https://gata.illinois.gov/


Pre-Qualification

• Required

• Maintain compliance 

• Meet expectations 

• Responsibly manage funds

• Effective Communication

Grantee must be in qualified 

status by the application review 

date by the state awarding agency.





SAM.gov Account

•Active registration required
• Validated annually

•UEI Number
• Used in the IL GATA Grantee Portal

•Registration should be set to 
“Public“

•Receiving UEI vs Complete 
Registration



Federal Employer ID (FEIN)

• Business entity identification

• Used by federal government

• Request from IRS  

• Verification confirmed automatically 

from SAM.gov



Federal Excluded Parties List

• Excluded from receiving Federal 

contracts

• Suspensions and debarments 

• Generated by SAM.gov

• Automatically updated



Illinois Secretary of State

• Certificate of Good Standing 

• Business entity exists

• Allowed to conduct business in Illinois

• In compliance with State regulations

• www.ilsos.gov 

• Not needed for governmental entities

http://www.ilsos.gov/


Illinois Stop Payment List

• Entity has fallen out of compliance.

• View reason in the portal

• For questions, contact your former 

Grant Manager or your cognizant 

agency

• For DCEO, contact 

ceo.granthelp@illinois.gov 

mailto:ceo.granthelp@illinois.gov


Illinois DHFS Sanction List

• Not eligible for Medicaid Reimbursement 

• Administrative action taken against 

entity or individual

• Violation of:

• Administrative Rule

• Civil Law

• Criminal Offense 



Other GATA Grantee Portal Tips

•Maintain current and accurate contact list

•Ensure fiscal year end date is accurate



Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)

• Outlines all important details of program and how to apply

• NOFO Sections:

• Program Description

• Funding Information

• Eligibility Information

• Application and Submission Information

• Application Review Information

• Award Administration Information

• State Awarding Agency Contracts

• Other Information, if applicable

Other NOFOs 

can be found in 

the CSFA



Fiscal and Administrative Internal Controls 
Questionnaire (ICQ)

• Must be completed every State Fiscal Year in the GATA Grantee Portal

• Mitigates risk and builds grantee capacity (not punitive)



Post-Award Requirements

•With Your Grant Manager

• Periodic Financial Report

• Periodic Performance Report

• In the GATA Grantee Portal

• Consolidated Year End Financial Statement and Audit



Audit Types and Submission Deadlines



Scan HereResources

Visit: https://dceo.illinois.gov

/dceo-grants.html

Questions can be sent to 
CEO.GrantHelp@Illinois.gov

https://dceo.illinois.gov/dceo-grants.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/dceo-grants.html
mailto:CEO.GATA@Illinois.gov


Grant Application & 
Submission Requirements



DCEO Required 
Application 
Documents

Conflict of Interest Disclosure

Mandatory Disclosure

Uniform Grant Application in 
fillable PDF format

Uniform Budget utilizing template 
provided by DCEO

Find all NOFO Materials 

and resources here: 

https://dceo.illinois.gov

/aboutdceo/grantopport

unities/3055-2966.html  

https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2966.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2966.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2966.html


Conflict of Interest Disclosure Mandatory Disclosure Uniform Grant Application



Uniform Budget Template
It’s a standard DCEO template, with a 
few sections that are specific to this 
program. Some sections may not apply 
to you.

Be careful when inserting new rows. 

The template uses algorithms that can 

be deleted or altered. 

If you are selected for a grant award, 

DCEO the budget will be reviewed and 

finalized during the negotiation stage.

If seeking funding for Phase 1 & 2, the 

Phase 2 budget may be renegotiated 

after Phase 1 is completed. 



Let’s look at the budget categories in the 
template. Notice they are separated in phases. 

Personnel Fringe benefits Equipment

Supplies
Contractual 
Services & 
Subawards

Consultant 
(Professional 

Services) 

Feasibility/Market 
Analysis 

(Phase 1) 

Site Control Costs 
(Phase 2)  

Permitting & 
interconnection 
Costs (Phase 2) 



Program Specific 
Documents

Program Specific Application

Community Solar Energy Sovereignty Project Timeline

Letters of Community Support 

Memorandum(a) of Understanding (if applicable)

Public Entity Attestation (if applicable)

Documentation of IRS Declaration(EIN letter, 501c3 etc.)

Documentation of Property Ownership or Authority to Improve 
Site

Phase 2 Specific Documents (refer to NOFO Page 6)

Find all NOFO Materials 

and resources here: 

https://dceo.illinois.gov

/aboutdceo/grantopport

unities/3055-

2966.html  

https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2966.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2966.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2966.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2966.html


Program 
Specific Application



Community Solar Energy Project Timeline



Letters of Community Support

o Should be from community 

organizations or businesses, local 

municipal support/elected officials 

etc. 

o No requirement on the number of 

letters. 

o Should demonstrate the connection 

between this project and community.

o Memorandum of Understanding  



Public Entity 
Attestation



Additional Required Documents
• Documentation of IRS Declaration(EIN 

letter, 501c3 etc.)

• Documentation of Property Ownership or 

Authority to Improve Site

• Phase 2 Specific Documents 

• Design or construction documents 

that provide project details (if 

available)

• Quotes used for budget estimates (if 

available)

• Documentation showing Phase 1 

feasibility activities are complete



Submitting Application Materials
1. Materials must be submitted 

through the Smartsheet form. 

Submission of documents through 

any other means will not be 

reviewed.

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/fo

rm/963c1448a280491ab202af4

5ce3e62c6 

2. Do not provide documents 

through a cloud-based services 

(i.e. Google Drive, Dropbox etc.) 

DCEO cannot click on external 

links

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/963c1448a280491ab202af45ce3e62c6
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/963c1448a280491ab202af45ce3e62c6
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/963c1448a280491ab202af45ce3e62c6


Proposals will be 

reviewed on a rolling 

basis by the Merit 

Review Team.

Merit Review Scoring

Applications scoring 

75% or higher will 

move to negotiation.Project Quality

(50%) 

Cost 

Effectiveness

/Return on 

Investment 

(20%) Applicant 

Qualifications & 

Capacity (20%)

Documentation 

of Need 

(10%)



Scoring Criteria (NOFO Section E)



Applicants are invited 

to participate in one-

on-one technical 

assistance, attend 

NOFO webinars, 

access the Q&A page, 

or submit questions to 

CEO.CEJA@Illinois.gov

Applicant Pre-
Qualification

NOFO Release/
Pre-submission

Application 
Submission

Administrative 
Review

Merit 
Review & 
Scoring

Final Score 
& Decision 

Letters Sent

Negotiation  
Meeting

OEBU & DCEO Grant Process

Technical 

Assistance 

(Optional)

Administrative Review Denial

May be denied due to: 

- Lack of GATA approval 

Programmatic

 -Required Documents Missing 

- Applicant Eligibility Documents 

Missing 

-Late Submission

Merit Review Denial

May be denied due to: 

- Merit Review score less than 75%

Denial letter will provide constructive 

feedback on where the application 

can be improved. 

Applications that receive a score of 75%+ will 

move to negotiation. 

During negotiation deliverables, project 

timeline, budget, and milestones will be 

established.

6 – 12 weeks 3 – 6 weeks 



NOSA 
Created & 
Signed by 
Applicant

OEBU 
Completes 
Handoff to 
Office of 
Grants 

Management

Office of Grants 
Management 

Develops Grant 
Agreement

DCEO Legal 
Reviews and 

Approves 
Grant 

Agreement

Grantee 
Signs Grant 
Agreement

DCEO 
Accounting 

Reviews and
Approves 

Grant 
Agreement

Grant Award 
sent to the 

Comptroller's 
Office to 

Obligate the 
Award

OEBU & DCEO Grant Process

8 – 16 weeks 6 -10 weeks 4 + weeks 



OEBU Grant Process

Community Solar Energy Sovereignty 
is a rolling grant opportunity.

A rolling grant opportunity means 
that applications will be accepted at 
any point during the grant 
application window. 

 

May 27, 2025 to 

December 31, 2025*

Grant Application Window
2025

*It is possible that funds will be 

exhausted before 12/31/2025.

Early applications are encouraged.



NOFO Timeline 

May 27,2025 
NOFO Posted

End June/Early July 
Merit Reviews Begin

December 31, 2025 
Applications Due by 

5:00 PM CST

Quarter 1 2026 
Merit Reviews End 

for Round 2



A few budget and grant resources

DCEO Video Training & Resources
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grant
opportunities/learning-library.html 

Upcoming Grant Trainings
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grant
opportunities/upcoming-grant-
trainings.html 

Contact the DCEO Grant Help Desk
Email: CEO.GrantHelp@illinois.gov 

https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/learning-library.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/learning-library.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/upcoming-grant-trainings.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/upcoming-grant-trainings.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/upcoming-grant-trainings.html
mailto:CEO.GrantHelp@illinois.gov


Seek Applicant Support

1. Sign up for one-on-one technical assistance 

with a CEJA Program Coach:

Sign up for support here:  

https://forms.office.com/r/4qUkTdgCFY

2.  Submit questions to CEO.CEJA@illinois.gov. 

Responses to questions will be made publicly 

available on the CEJA Questions & Answers 

page.

3. Contact Matthew Swaine, CSES Grant 

Manager Matthew.Swaine@illinois.gov 

https://forms.office.com/r/4qUkTdgCFY
mailto:ceo.eit.ceja@illinois.gov
mailto:Matthew.Swaine@illinois.gov


Helpful Links

Site Link

DCEO CEJA Program Status https://dceo.illinois.gov/ceja/ceja-program-announcements.html 

NOFO Page https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-

2966.html 

GATA Portal https://grants.illinois.gov/portal/ 

DCEO Grant Help Email ceo.GrantHelp@illinois.gov 

DCEO Grant Help Inquiry Form https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/df9d38efa4e241218ced486c

54f3c109 

DCEO Grant Resources https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/learning-

library.html 

Clean Energy Funding List https://uofi.app.box.com/v/cleanenergyfunding 

https://dceo.illinois.gov/ceja/ceja-program-announcements.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2966.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3055-2966.html
https://grants.illinois.gov/portal/
mailto:ceo.GrantHelp@illinois.gov
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/df9d38efa4e241218ced486c54f3c109
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/df9d38efa4e241218ced486c54f3c109
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/learning-library.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/learning-library.html
https://uofi.app.box.com/v/cleanenergyfunding


Questions?



Contact Us
CEO.OEBU@Illinois.gov
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