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Recap of the BEAD 
Program
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Program highlights

 All 50 States, District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico
 Other Territories: U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, 

and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands

Eligible entities

 Planning for the deployment of high-speed Internet, including 
conducting research, collecting data, outreach, and training

 Deploying or upgrading Internet in un/underserved areas
 Improving service to community anchor institutions
 Installing Internet and Wi-Fi in multi-unit residential buildings

Example eligible uses of funds

BEAD is a $42B federal grant program that aims to bring 
high-speed internet to all Americans

The Broadband Equity, Access, and 
Deployment (BEAD) Program is a federal 
grant program that aims to get all Americans 
online by building infrastructure where high-
speed internet is currently unavailable

Illinois was allocated $1.04 billion to connect 
all qualifying households and community anchor 
institutions to quality broadband service. 

$42.45 billion
Funds provided for BEAD

Source: BEAD Program Info Sheet

Note: NTIA has communicated changes to the program in the NTIA 
BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice (dated June 6, 2025), which are 
reflected in the subgrantee selection process detailed in today's webinar

https://www.internetforall.gov/sites/default/files/2022-05/BEAD%20Info%20Sheet%20-%20IFA%20Launch%20-%20Final.pdf
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1 – Per the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), the term “community anchor institution” means an entity such as a school, library, health clinic, health center, hospital or other medical provider, 
public safety entity, institution of higher education, public housing organization, or community support organization that facilitates greater use of broadband service by vulnerable populations, including low-
income individuals, unemployed individuals, and aged individuals.

Source: Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, Connect Illinois BEAD Initial Proposals, State of Illinois BEAD PAU Selection  Tool as of September 30, 2024

Before we discuss further, let’s define a few concepts and terms

Illustration of a PAU, where each point 
shown is an eligible location

A collection of un/underserved 
Broadband Serviceable Locations 
(BSLs) and Community Anchor 
Institutions (CAIs) eligible 
for an application

PAUs do not overlap and 
collectively contain all 
un/underserved locations and 
eligible CAIs in the State

Project Area Unit (PAU)

An entity that facilitates wider 
use of broadband service 
by vulnerable populations 
(e.g., schools, libraries, 
senior centers)1 

Qualifying CAIs without 
access to 1Gbps symmetrical 
broadband service are 
eligible for BEAD funding

Community Anchor 
Institution (CAI)

A business or residential 
location at which fixed 
broadband access is, or can 
be, installed, where:

• Unserved: Has access 
to broadband service 
with speeds of <25/3Mbps

• Underserved: ≥25/3 
and <100/20Mbps

• Served: ≥100/20Mbps

Broadband Serviceable 
Location (BSL)
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Updates based on 
BEAD Restructuring 
Policy Notice
(Jun 6, 2025)
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The Policy Notice makes significant changes to Illinois’ process and required revamping the subgrantee selection rules and 
rescinding Wave 1 awards. 

On June 6, NTIA released a policy notice restructuring the BEAD Program

To comply with the Policy Notice, Illinois will be 
releasing an updated NOFO, Application Guidebook, 
map, and application materials. 

The Policy Notice makes three key changes: 
1. Eliminates certain regulatory requirements
2. Updates the interpretation of the Priority 

Broadband Project definition
3. Creates a new Benefit of Bargain round 

Source: NTIA BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice (June 6, 2025)

https://www.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/bead-restructuring-policy-notice.pdf
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~2 months

Timeline
NTIA allows states 90 days to revise programs, run a new subgrantee selection round, and submit the 
Final Proposal 

June 6 Sept. 4

NTIA 
published 

BEAD 
Restructuring 
Policy Notice

Deadline to 
submit Final 
Proposal to 
NTIA

NTIA will 
review Final 
Proposals 
within 90 days 
of submission 
(December 3rd)

• Conduct sub-grantee selection round
• Qualify and score applications
• Make selections
• Additional round and/or negotiations
• Complete Final Proposal
• Post Final Proposal for 7-day public 

comment 
• Submit Final Proposal to NTIA

Estimated
July 1-18 | Application window

June 24

IOB submitted 
Initial Proposal 

Correction 
Letter to NTIA

Received 
approval on 

June 30

~July 1
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Key Change #1: 

Eliminates 
Certain 
Regulatory 
Requirements

The Policy Notice eliminates or alters non-statutory requirements from 7 areas of 
the BEAD NOFO: 

Section Implication on Illinois
Labor, Employment, and 
Workforce Development 
Requirements

• Eliminates fair labor practices in scoring rubric 
• Removes Project Labor Agreement (PLA) requirements
• Requested NTIA Waiver for State Law: Prevailing Wage & Illinois Works

Climate Change 
Requirements

• Eliminates state need to account for weather- and climate-related risks to new 
infrastructure projects

• Applicants still need to establish risk management plans for infrastructure 
reliability and resiliency from natural disasters 

Open Access / Net Neutrality • Eliminates open access in scoring rubric 
• Eliminates consumer protections (i.e., data cap restrictions) 
• Reduces requirements around conduit access points

Local Coordination and 
Stakeholder Engagement 

• Eliminates local coordination in scoring rubric 
• 7-day Final Proposal comment period will satisfy local coordination 

requirement

Low-Cost Service Option • Eliminates state-defined low-cost service option 
• Providers can propose their own low-cost service option, including an existing 

affordability plan offered to customers 

Non-Traditional Broadband 
Providers

• States not required to justify selection of traditional provider over non-
traditional providers (does not change Illinois’ process) 

Middle Class Affordability 
Plan

• Eliminates requirement for Illinois to develop, implement, and provide updates 
on a middle-class affordability plan

Updated applications incorporate these changes. Information previously submitted by applicants that is 
no longer required will not be considered in application review. 

Source: NTIA BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice
(June 6, 2025)

https://www.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/bead-restructuring-policy-notice.pdf
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Key Change #2: 

Creates New 
Benefit of the 
Bargain round 

Illinois is required to run at least one additional application window, the 
Benefit of the Bargain (BotB) Round

Key Elements of the BotB Round

Technology
BotB accepts and scores applications 

using any technology that meets 
BEAD specifications, with a priority for 

projects qualifying as a Priority 
Broadband Project

Removing Locations
Applicants can propose to exclude 
(with a rationale) locations that they 
determine are excessively high cost

Achieving Universal Coverage
IL may conduct direct negotiation or 

facilitate additional application rounds 
to meet the goal of universal service

Previous Applicants
Wave 1 awardees or rollovers may 

apply some, or all, of their past 
application to BotB Round; any 

applicant may reuse EFS qualifications

Wave 1 preliminary awards have been rescinded. BotB will replace Illinois’ planned Wave 2.

Source: NTIA BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice
(June 6, 2025)

https://www.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/bead-restructuring-policy-notice.pdf
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In the application, applicants 
seeking to have their 
proposals treated as Priority 
Broadband Projects can 
select Yes in P.C1.A, and 
submit a certification and 
supporting documentation 
for evaluation

The BEAD NTIA Restructuring Policy Notice replaces the previous definition of Priority 
Broadband Project (PBP) to the following:

Priority Broadband Project – The term “Priority Broadband Project” means a project 
that provides broadband service at speeds of no less than 100 megabits per second for 
downloads and 20 megabits per second for uploads, has a latency less than or equal to 
100 milliseconds, and can easily scale speeds over time to meet the evolving connectivity 
needs of households and businesses and support the deployment of 5G, successor 
wireless technologies, and other advanced services.

Source: NTIA BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice
(June 6, 2025), Connect Illinois Round 4 Benefit of the 
Bargain round application form as of June 30, 2025

Key Change #3: 

Updates 
Interpretation of 
Priority 
Broadband 
Project 
Definition

https://www.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/bead-restructuring-policy-notice.pdf
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Key dates for BEAD-Funded Connect Illinois Round 4 BotB Round
PRELIMINARY TIMELINE - SUBJECT TO CHANGE INFORMATION PROVIDED ON AN INFORMATIONAL BASIS AND DOES NOT SUPERCEDE ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS

Technical Assistance:
• Application materials overview during today’s webinar
• Recurring office hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1-2 pm CT

AS OF JUNE 30, 2025

Source: Connect Illinois BEAD website

 Est. July 1

Updated Map, 
Application, and NOFO 
published

Est. July 1 - July 18

Benefit of the Bargain 
round open for 
application
(Note: This replaces 
Waves 1 and 2)

July – August Sep 4

Application 
qualifications and 
scoring conducted
Negotiations and 
potential submission 
round held for 
remaining locations

Final Proposal 
Submission following 
7-day public comment 
period
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Scoring rubric has been updated to comply with the BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice. 
Scoring criteria

Primary Criteria Description Points Available
In deciding among competing applications covering the same general project areas, states must choose the option with the lowest cost 
based on minimal BEAD Program outlay.

Minimal BEAD Program Outlay The state must select the combination of project proposals with the 
lowest overall cost to the Program. This may involve selecting a 
proposal that is not the lowest-cost option for a given set of BSLs 
but is part of the combination of selected projects with the lowest 
overall cost to the Program. 

N/A

Secondary Criteria Description Points Available
If any other proposals are within 15% of the lowest cost proposal on an average cost per pass basis, then the following Secondary Criteria 
will be applied to determine a winner. 

Speed to Deployment Greater consideration can be awarded to subgrantees promising 
an earlier service provision date.

5%

Speed of Network and Other 
Technical Capabilities

States may weigh speed, latency, and other technical capabilities. 45%

Preliminary/Provisional 
Subgrantees

States may give additional weight to locations where states have 
already identified preliminary selected subgrantees.

50%

Total: 100%

Source: NTIA BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice (June 6, 2025)

https://www.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/bead-restructuring-policy-notice.pdf
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The Policy Notice requires states to revisit and revise their BEAD-eligible locations. As Illinois did not have any new federal 
enforceable commitments or defaults, we made three key changes. 

What’s changed on the map

Community Anchor Institutions

NTIA Requirement: 
• Revise list of eligible Community 

Anchor Institutions (CAIs) to conform 
with statutory definition 

• Expansive definition revoked
• Narrow interpretation of “community 

support organization”
• NTIA may reject any CAI designation

Outcome: 
• 945 parks, childcare centers, and 

certain community-based 
organizations removed from eligible 
CAIs

• Revised CAI total: 2,411
(includes 16 No-BEAD CAIs)

NTIA Requirement: 
• Unlicensed fixed wireless (ULFW) 

providers can compete for BEAD 
subgrants with other applicants

• ULFW may submit evidence 
demonstrating qualifying service to 
locations designated as Technology 
Code 70 in FCC National Broadband 
Map 

Outcome: 
• ~1,604 BSLs shifting from 

un/underserved to served based on 
evidence from ULFW provider; will no 
longer be BEAD-eligible 

Unlicensed Fixed Wireless

NTIA Requirement: 
• Investigate and account for locations 

that do not require BEAD funding using 
the reason code process as detailed in 
the Final Proposal Guidance

Outcome: 
• ~10K BSLs already removed based on 

qualifying evidence  
• Updates following a June 2025 

comparison of ISP-reported service that 
met evidence requirements for FCC 
availability data as of Dec. 2024

Serviceability Updates

Source: NTIA BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice (June 6, 2025)

https://www.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/bead-restructuring-policy-notice.pdf
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Served BSLs
(locations with ≥100/20Mbps speed)

~4.0M (~97%)

Total Broadband Serviceable 
Locations (BSLs)

~4.2M

Broadband service 
availability in Illinois, per 
BEAD-eligibility data1

 

Unserved BSLs
(locations with <25/3Mbps speed)

~98k (~2.3%)

Underserved BSLs
(locations with ≥25/3Mbps and 
<100/20Mbps speed)

~62K (~1.47%)

162,604 locations 
are eligible to be 
connected 
through BEAD
Note: The BEAD-eligible location 
list has been updated as detailed 
on previous page

Source: Illinois Final BEAD Eligibility data approved by NTIA on November 26, 2024, for map visualization; updated BEAD Eligi bility data incorporating NTIA 
BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice (dated June 6, 2025) as of June 30, 2025, for statistics included on page

AS OF JUNE 30, 2025

Plus 2,395 eligible community anchor 
institutions (CAIs)

~160K 
BEAD-
eligible 
BSLs

1. Note: Map visualization leverages BEAD eligibility information from the original post-Challenge Process data 
approved by NTIA. and does not account for eligibility changes due to the NTIA BEAD Restructuring Notice 
(dated June 5, 2025).
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Benefit of the Bargain 
Round – Subgrantee 
Selection Process
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Subgrantees must meet BEAD programmatic and match requirements

Speed: ≥100/20 Mbps or 1/1 Gbps for CAIs
Latency: 95% of measurements <100 ms round-trip time
Outages: <48 hrs over any 365-day period except in the 
case of natural disasters or force majeure

Deadlines: Deploy and begin service not later than four 
years after subgrant received (with possible one year 
extension)
Conduit access points: Include interspersed conduit access 
points at regular and short intervals for interconnection

Network capabilities Deployment requirements
i ii

Access to service: Reasonable and non-discriminatory 
terms and conditions and ability to connect within 10 
business days of request
Low-cost plan: Offer at least one low-cost service option for 
all eligible subscribers1

Cybersecurity and supply chain: Adhere to baseline 
requirements

Service obligations
iii

1. Per the BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice (June 6, 2025) The term “Eligible Subscriber” means any household seeking to subscribe to broadband 
internet access service that is eligible for the FCC’s Lifeline Program
Source: NTIA

iv
Match requirements

BEAD program requires a minimum 25% match of project 
costs for all BEAD-funded projects, absent a waiver 
approved by NTIA

https://www.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/bead-restructuring-policy-notice.pdf
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Purpose

Example 
materials to 
submit

Submission 
frequency

Applicants must submit three forms to complete an application for 
BEAD-funded Connect Illinois Round 4

Ensures entities applying for Connect 
Illinois Round 4 meet NTIA BEAD 
qualification requirements

• Entity-specific qualifications 
• IL Conflict of Interest disclosure
• IL Mandatory Disclosures
• W-9 form

Once per entity, regardless of number 
of projects to be submitted
Note: Entities who qualified in Wave 1 
may use that entity form for Benefit of 
the Bargain Project Submissions

Entity Submission Form

Ensures submitted projects meet NTIA 
BEAD qualification requirements and 
collects materials to be reviewed during 
the Merit Review Scoring Process

• Project-specific qualifications
• Project-specific scoring materials
• IL Project budget template
• IL Uniform Grant Application Form

Once per project

Project Submission Form

Serves as the official submission of 
the application to the State of Illinois, 
specifying the Entity / Project 
submissions to be reviewed by the State

• Entity Submission Form ID
• Project Submission Form ID

Once per project

Application Submission Form
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Entity 
Submission
Form

1

Source: Connect Illinois Round 4 Entity Submission Form 
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Project
Submission
Form

2

Source: Connect Illinois Round 4 Project Submission Form

P.A3.A



21

Application
Submission form

3

Source: Connect Illinois Round 4 Application Submission Form
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For Wave 1 
Participants

Previous participants 
can leverage past 
applications

Who BotB Opportunity 
All Wave 1 applicants • Use existing EFS number to reference 

past entity qualifications 

• Pre-qualifications still apply  
Applicants who received a 
Wave 1 preliminary award or 
rolled over application

Complete the Reusing a Wave 1 
Submission Form to indicate if you’d like 
the IOB to: 

• Option 1: Consider your Wave 1 
submission as-is

• Option 2: Consider your Wave 1 
submission with changes to budget, 
project area, etc. 

Source: Connect Illinois Round 4 Application Form as of June 30, 2025

Wave 1 participants will also need to submit evidence that 
their submission is a Priority Broadband Project.
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ILLUSTRATIVE

Pre-qualification participants can apply their pre-approved qualifications 
to their Entity Submission Form response
ILLUSTRATIVE

Source: Connect Illinois Round 4 Pre-Qualification Final Determination Letters; Connect Illinois Round 4 Entity Submission Form

Illustrative Pre-Qualification
Final Determination email How to apply pre-approved qualifications during Connect Illinois Round 4

INFORMATION PROVIDED ON AN INFORMATIONAL BASIS AND DOES NOT SUPERCEDE ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS

Enter your Pre-Qualification 
Participant ID (PPQ-####X) 
from your Final Determination 
email in E.AD.8.B

Respond Yes to E.AD.8.A

From the pre-approved 
qualifications listed in your 
Final Determination email, 
select those that you would like 
to reflect in your application in 
E.AD.8.C, which allows you to 
skip corresponding questions in 
the Entity Submission Form

Navigate to Pre-Qualifications 
Process section in the Entity 
Form

ILLUSTRATIVE

Note: All RDOF awardees are required to submit updated materials for G4

Note: Some qualifications are eliminated based on 
NTIA Restructuring Policy Notice and will no longer 
appear on the Entity Submission Form. Information 
previously submitted by applicants that is no longer 
required will not be considered in application review, 
and applicants do not need to provide updates to these
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Applicants will need to submit documentation confirming qualification 
for BEAD, with some qualifications requiring a standard template

Project application qualifications

E
Environmental, 
historical, risk 
management 
project-based

F
Other project-
based

B
Technical 
project-based

D
Financial 
project-based

A
Project overview 
and locations 
impacted

Regardless of pre-qualification status, all applicants 
must submit project-based qualification materials

In-depth guidance can be found in the Application Guidebook

G
Other public 
funding

A
Financial 
capabilities

D
Compliance 
with law

B
Managerial 
capabilities

C
Technical 
capabilities

F
Ownership 
capabilities

Entity application qualifications

I
Regulatory 
information

Qualifications approved during the pre-qualification process generally do 
not need to be resubmitted, but the State reserves the right to re-assess the 

qualifications, capabilities, and resources of all prospective subgrantees
All applicants may apply their pre-qualification to the Benefit of the Bargain 
round when submitting their Entity Form, or may submit a new Entity Form.

H
Risk 
management

E
Operational 
capabilities

Z
Regulatory 
information

Qualifications included in pre-qualification phase
Qualifications not included in pre-qualification phase

Qualification includes template

C
Priority 
Broadband 
Project
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Overview of templates, forms, and example documents for Benefit of the 
Bargain round

Project
Submission
Form

Source: BEAD NOFO; Connect Illinois Initial Proposal Volume II; Connect Illinois Round 4 Entity and Project Submission Forms

Entity
Submission
Form

Document required for application?Question index

E.F1.A. Ownership Information Template Template

(For applicants with other public projects) E.G3/G4. Existing Broadband Projects Template Template

E.I1. Mandatory Disclosure Form Form

E.I2. Conflict of Interest Disclosure Form Form

E.I3. W-9 Form Form

P.A2. Project Area Selection Sheet Template Template

P.B1.A Project Timeline Template Template

(For proposed LEO Satellite projects) P.B2.B Low-Earth Orbit Satellite Design Template Template

P.B5. Professional Engineer Certification Template Template

P.D3.A. Project Budget & Capital Investment Schedule Template

(Network Diagram is required)P.B3. Example Logical Network Diagram Example document

(Required if awarded)P.D2.A-C Model Letter of Credit Example document

P.Z1. Uniform Grant Application Form Form

Document type

Definitions: 
Templates require 
applicants to input 
specific project-related 
information in a State-
defined format 

Forms require applicants 
to submit standard 
information and/or 
disclosures required by 
the State

Example documents 
demonstrate information 
that applicants must 
provide P.D1. Pro Forma Template Template

Submission always required Submission conditionally required Submission not required for application

P.C2. Priority Broadband Project Documentation Template(For proposed Priority Broadband Project status) 

(For proposed FWA projects) P.B2.D Fixed Wireless Access (FWA) Design Template Template

(Templates for non-LEO and LEO projects)

(Templates for non-LEO and LEO projects)

(Templates for non-LEO and LEO projects)
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P.A2. Project Area Selection Sheet

Overview: 
 Documents applicant’s proposed project area 

based on the Project Area Selection Tool

 Automatically summarizes key project 
characteristics including:
‒ High-level statistics

(e.g., project type, BSL count by technology 
type, CAI count, PAU reference cost)

‒ Gating criteria requirements
(e.g., % not un-/underserved)

Form: Project Submission Form
Section: A – Project Overview and Locations 
Impacted
Document required for application?: Yes

Source: Connect Illinois Round 4 Project Submission Form and Project Area Selection Template as of 06/30; Connect Illinois In itial Proposal Volume II; NTIA BEAD NOFO; 
NTIA BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice (dated June 6, 2025)

Project Area Selection Tool deep dive follows

Requires PE certification? 
□ Yes        □ No
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https://bead.connectednation.org/illinois/
Project Area Selection Tool: Overview

Use the lasso 
tool to select 
more than one 
PAU or to 
lasso a group 
of PAUs

Click “Add to 
My PAUs” to 
add them to a 
project area

Use the menu 
options to 
toggle layers, 
view a list of 
PAUs as you 
explore the 
map, and see 
summary 
statistics for 
selected PAUs

Click on a location or a hexagon where a location falls to view information about a PAU
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Project Area Selection Tool: Menu options

On the My PAUs tab, view summary 
statistics about selected PAUs, including:
• Count of PAUs
• Total Reference Cost
• Breakdown of location classifications

On the PAUs tab, view a list of PAUs on 
the lefthand panel as you explore the 
map 

On the Layers tab, click on the check 
boxes to toggle on or off layers to view 
different elements of the map or use the 
search bar to search for a location

https://bead.connectednation.org/illinois/



29

Project Area Selection Tool: Description of 
Tools
https://bead.connectednation.org/illinois/

Download and save PAUs as a CSV

Upload a saved CSV to continue where you left off

View PAUs at the location level in a table format

Delete all PAUs from “My PAUs” 

Important Note: The tool will not autosave your work if you exit. Use the 
download feature to save and return to your work.

Description of tools Next Steps

After finalizing your project area and 
saving the PAUs as a CSV, copy and 
paste into the Project Area Selection 
Tool Template as per the instructions 
in the form
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P.A2. Project Area Selection Sheet – Submission Summary tab

How to review the Submission Summary tab

Project Eligibility
Confirms whether the project 
meets the threshold for 
locations not un/underserved to 
be included in the project Total PAUs selected

Count and reference cost of all 
PAUs selected for the projectTotal BSLs selected

Breakdown of (i) All 
un/underserved BSLs, (ii) No-
BEAD BSLs, (iii) Excessively 
high-cost BSLs removed by 
applicant, and (iv) locations not 
un/underserved included by 
applicant

# of Locations by 
technology type
Count of locations to be 
included in the project broken 
down by technology type

Total Eligible CAIs 
selected
Breakdown of (i) All CAIs, (ii) 
No-BEAD CAIs, and (iii) 
Excessively high-cost CAIs 
removed by applicant

Deep dive on select tabs to follow

Source: Connect Illinois Round 4 Project Submission Form and Project Area Selection Template as of 06/30; Connect Illinois In itial Proposal Volume II; NTIA BEAD NOFO; 
NTIA BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice (dated June 6, 2025)
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P.A2. Project Area Selection Sheet  |  Deep dive 1
How to propose removal of high-cost locations from project area

How to propose removal of excessively high-cost locations from project area:

Source: Connect Illinois Round 4 Project Submission Form and Project Area Selection Template as of 06/30; Connect Illinois In itial Proposal Volume II; NTIA BEAD NOFO; 
NTIA BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice (dated June 6, 2025)

For each location proposed for removal, provide the following information for IOB to evaluate:
 Rationale for determining the given location as excessively high-cost
 Incremental BEAD funding required to serve that location

C

Navigate to “Removed Locations” tabA

The NTIA’s BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice allows applicants to propose to exclude select broadband serviceable locations 
(BSLs) that the applicant determines are excessively high-cost locations from the project area (or would otherwise make the 
project economically unviable for the technology being used).

ILLUSTRATIVE, SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Mark “Yes” for applicable locations in Column IB

A

B C
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P.A2. Project Area Selection Sheet  |  Deep dive 2
How to provide technology information for each PAU selected

How to provide technology information for proposed project:

PAUs deployed with one technology type:
Technology selection in “PAUs” tab 

A PAUs deployed with mix of technology (if applicable):
Per-technology location count in “PAUs – Mixed Tech” tab 

B

ILLUSTRATIVEILLUSTRATIVE

Source: Connect Illinois Round 4 Project Submission Form and Project Area Selection Template as of 06/30; Connect Illinois In itial Proposal Volume II; NTIA BEAD NOFO; 
NTIA BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice (dated June 6, 2025)
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P.B1.A Project Timeline Template

Overview: 
 Details build-out timeline and milestones for 

proposed project

 Enables applicants and evaluators to review the 
proposed project progression against State-
defined milestones

 For LEO applicants, please follow instructions 
provided in LEO version of the template (in 
application guidebook)

Form: Project Submission Form
Section: B – Technical Project-Based 
Qualifications
Document required for application?: Yes

Live demo to follow

Source: Connect Illinois Round 4 Project Submission Form and Project Timeline Template as of 06/30; NTIA BEAD NOFO

Requires PE certification? 
□ Yes        □ No
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Tips & Reminders

 Airtable form does not save progress – be sure to submit in one session to avoid losing your work

 Do not wait until the last few hours to submit. DCEO will not accept submissions after July 18, 11:59 pm CT regardless of 
the reason

 Use standard templates, and provide all the information required while submitting materials; An incomplete application 
may lead to an application being removed from consideration

 Due to the short timeline, curing turnaround time will be fast – please be mindful of deadlines

 Follow the file naming convention for any document/template uploads
• For entity form, use "[EIN from E.AD.3] [Document name] [Date submitted, in Month Day format]
• For project form, use “[Project Name from P.AD1] [Document or Template name] [Date submitted, in Month Day 

format]”. For example, if the project was named in P.AD.1 as 12-3456789-03, for P.B1.A (Project Schedule) the file 
should be named “12-3456789-03 Project Schedule July 1.xlsx”

 Be mindful when indicating “must have” PAUs in the Project Area Selection Tool, as this will limit your opportunity for 
award during deconfliction 
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Stakeholder resources
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*UPDATED*
Notice of Funding 
Opportunity (NOFO)

Formal grant opportunity 
posting - coming soon

Source: Connect Illinois BEAD website
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*UPDATED* 
Application 
Guidebook

The BEAD-funded Connect 
Illinois Round 4 Application 
Guidebook provides details 
about the application process, 
all application questions, 
templates, and instructions to 
complete the three required 
forms – coming soon

Source: Connect Illinois BEAD website
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Office Hours – 
Schedule and format

• Tuesdays and Thursdays between July 1-17, 
1-2 pm CT (Link to join)

• IOB will meet with attendees one by one; 
please wait to be admitted from the waiting 
room 

• FAQs will be published on IOB’s BEAD 
subgrantee process webpage

https://illinois.zoom.us/j/87078730417?pwd=WXqcVPelqpo4NehlMHbXObhOEbNzU5.1
https://dceo.illinois.gov/broadband/bead/sub-grantee-selection-process.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/broadband/bead/sub-grantee-selection-process.html


39

Upcoming webinar on 
July 2, 12 pm CT with 
IOB and DoIT

Link to register

https://registration.extension.illinois.edu/start/illinois-century-network-overview-of-the-middle-mile-network-and-fiber-access-opportunities
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Additional Resources 
& Helpful Links
BEAD Landing Page: [Link]

BEAD Subgrantee Selection Process Page: 
[Link]

NTIA BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice: [Link]

Connect Illinois Initial Proposal, Volume II: [Link]

Source: State of Illinois Office of Broadband, Connect Illinois Initial Proposal Volume 
II, BEAD NOFO; Connect Illinois Round 4 NOFO

For further questions, please email 
broadband@illinois.gov

https://dceo.illinois.gov/broadband/bead.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/broadband/bead/sub-grantee-selection-process.html
https://www.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/bead-restructuring-policy-notice.pdf
https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/connectillinois/documents/may-2024-connect-illinois-initial-proposal-vol-2.pdf
https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/broadband/documents/dec-2024-updateconnect-illinois-initial-proposal-vol-2.pdf
https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/connectillinois/documents/may-2024-connect-illinois-initial-proposal-vol-2.pdf
mailto:broadband@illinois.gov


Stay informed!
Sign up to receive updates from the

Illinois Office of Broadband (IOB)
https://bit.ly/IOBPartner

Sign up for Illinois Broadband Connections Newsletter
https://bit.ly/IOBnewsletter

https://bit.ly/IOBPartner
https://bit.ly/IOBnewsletter
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Evaluation Committee 
reviews Entity 

Submission Form

Source: State of Illinois Office of Broadband, NTIA BEAD Restructuring Policy Notice (June 6, 2025)

All Entity 
qualification

requirements 
met?

Evaluation Committee 
reviews Project 

Submission Form 
Qualification materials

All Project 
qualification

requirements 
met?

Entity Submission Form Project Submission Form

Evaluation Committee 
reviews Project 

Submission Form 
Scoring materials

Application scored for 
preliminary selection 

consideration

Curing comments 
shared where feasible, 

within allocated 
response window 

Curing comments 
shared where feasible, 

within allocated 
response window

Yes

No

Yes

No

Qualification Review & Scoring: All applicants must pass qualification 
reviews for their application to be scored

https://www.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/bead-restructuring-policy-notice.pdf
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