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SECTION V

COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION COMPONENT




SECTION V
[bookmark: _Hlk2170181]
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY INFORMATION


This Application is for the use of federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Funds through the State of Illinois’ Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO), Office of Community Development.  

CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE (CFDA) NUMBER: 14.228

CFDA TITLE: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANTS/STATES PROGRAM

CATALOG OF STATE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE (CSFA) NUMBER: 420-75-4025
CSFA TITLE: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANTS
                         COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION PROGRAM

DCEO FUNDING OPPORTUNITY NUMBER: 24-4

DCEO FUNDING OPPORTUNITY TITLE: CDBG COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION PROGRAM

Applications may be submitted based on the published Notice of Funding Opportunity and 2025-2026 Guidebook.  The Guidebook and required supporting documentation for the application can be found at:  https://dceo.illinois.gov/communitydevelopment.html  Sections I, II and IX apply to all program elements.  Please be certain to review these sections as well as the specific programmatic section of the Guidebook.


COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION PROGRAM

Rural communities have a variety of unmet needs with no funding to address the challenges.  This includes blighted structures that pose a health and safety hazard, crumbling sidewalks and streetscapes that make pedestrian traffic difficult, commercial facades with deferred maintenance, preservation of historic structures that tell their story, and closed buildings that could be used for good purposes.  CDBG has eligible activities that provide for all of these needs, but the State of Illinois has previously not provided the opportunity on a regular basis.  Beginning with the 2025-2026 CDBG funding allocation, the State is making specific activities available.  The Department has estimated $13,000,000 in CDBG funds will be available for the Community Revitalization (CR) component.  Grant ceilings range from $250,000 to $2 million dependent upon the type of project, including allowable Activity Delivery costs up to $40,000 for all projects, has been established.  
	
Applications will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis after release of the Notice of Funding Opportunity, and awarded on a first-qualified basis until all funds are exhausted.  Local governments may apply for only one demolition activity and one other revitalization activity per year.  

	







A.	ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES

[bookmark: _Hlk72857304]All grant funds must relate to one of the following HUD-defined activity codes: 
[bookmark: _Hlk230259582]03L Sidewalk Improvements for sidewalk improvements or “Streetscapes”, including the installation of trash receptacles, trees, benches and lighting.  Regulation Citation 570.201(c)
[bookmark: _Hlk230259604][bookmark: _Hlk222930607]04 Demolition activities that involve the clearance or demolition of buildings and improvements. Regulation Citation 570.201(d) and not in furtherance of redevelopment. Demolition must meet the environmental definition of Exempt-ER, box 10. The Demolition activity will be funded with Community Development Block Grant-Coronavirus (CDBG-CV) funds until those funds are exhausted, followed by funding through the annual allocation. Demolition is the only activity available to Entitlement Communities, and only until funding set aside for Entitlement Communities is expended. 
[bookmark: _Hlk230259635][bookmark: _Hlk222930662]14E Rehabilitation of Commercial/Industrial rehabilitation limited to improvements to the exterior of a commercial building, generally referred to as “Façade Improvements” Regulation Citation 570.202
[bookmark: _Hlk230259648]16B Non-residential Historic Preservation rehabilitation or renovation of a non-residential historic building   Regulation Citation 570.202(d)
[bookmark: _Hlk230259666]17C Renovation/Conversion of a Closed Building rehabilitation of a commercial/industrial building for conversion from one use to another.  Regulation Citation 570.203(a)
Activity Delivery:  Includes such costs as (but are not limited to) salaries, travel costs, services performed under third party contracts, including legal and audit services, environmental record review preparation, additional fidelity bonding costs or other services required for the delivery of grant activities.  See Section II, Part D for specifics on Activity Delivery.

























B.	INELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES & NON-FUNDABLE APPLICATIONS (DNF)

[bookmark: _Hlk72857341]	The following activities are specifically identified as ineligible.
1. Demolition in furtherance of redevelopment. Vacant land resulting from demolition cannot be redeveloped or sold for at least five full years following Grant closeout.
2. Demolition of property that could reasonably be a candidate for rehabilitation.
3. Demolition of residential or industrial structures or facilities, or parking lots.
4. Construction of buildings, or portions thereof, used predominantly for the general conduct of government (e.g., city halls, courthouses, jails, police stations).  
5. General government expenses. Costs of operating and maintaining public infrastructure and services (e.g., mowing parks, replacing street light bulbs).
6. Costs of operating and maintaining public infrastructure and services (e.g., mowing parks, replacing street light bulbs).
7. Servicing or refinancing of existing debt.

The following applications will be deemed “Do Not Fund” (DNF), not reviewed further nor considered for funding:

a. [bookmark: _Hlk146199246]Applications for local governments that are not Grant Accountability and Transparency Act (GATA) registered and pre-qualified on the GATA Portal at https://gata.illinois.gov on the application due date.
b. Applications that do not meet the Citizen Participation requirements as outlined in Section II of the Guidebook.
c. Applications that do not clearly demonstrate and document a National Objective.
d. [bookmark: _Hlk174012168]Applications that do not designate an Administrating Entity and/or include the required contract and (if applicable) environmental form. 
e. Applications in which the Chief Elected Official did not sign all appropriate documents as the Authorized Representative.
f. Applications that contain forged or altered signatures or dates or in which non-CDBG forms are used (Section I of the Guidebook)
g. Applications that have the following errors in relation to the Engineer’s cost estimate:
· Engineer’s cost estimate not contained in application;
· Engineer’s cost estimate not on company letterhead without engineer’s name or not dated;
· Engineer’s cost estimate does not include a detailed breakdown of costs; 
· Engineer’s cost estimate more than one year old from the application due date







C.	ELIGIBILITY THRESHOLDS
	
[bookmark: _Hlk72857412]	Projects determined to not meet the following thresholds will be automatically designated as DO NOT FUND, and not reviewed further.  

1. Only units of general local government (i.e., cities, villages, townships and counties) may apply for funding.  County and township applicants must not include areas that are incorporated within a city or village.  Incorporated areas must apply on their own behalf.
2. With the exception of the Demolition activity, projects must be located within the jurisdiction of a local government that does not receive a direct allocation of CDBG “entitlement” funds.
3. The project must be for the benefit of and completed by the local government.  Grant funds or project oversight cannot be passed to a subrecipient.
4. The local government must have control of the property through ownership, long-term lease (minimum 15 year lease), or a firm option to buy if grant is awarded, in which case purchase must be completed prior to grant execution.  If necessary, local government must have Private Property Easements 100% signed.
5. Grantees must follow local code enforcement procedures. This often requires:
· Written Consent: If leasing the property, obtaining a voluntary agreement from the private property owner.
· Legal Orders: Obtaining a court-ordered demolition if the property is a public nuisance and the owner does not consent.
· Substandard Proof: Documenting through an official inspection that the structure is vacant and dilapidated according to local building codes.
6. Project conditions must not include any of the following:
· Except for demolition, located in a FEMA-floodway.
· Has IEPA or USEPA listed site contamination other than asbestos and lead.
7. Applications must provide written evidence that necessary, additional funding for the project is firmly committed.
8. Projects must meet an appropriate National Objective as outlined below:
· Benefiting low-to-moderate income persons; or
· Aiding in the prevention or elimination of slums and blight; or
· [bookmark: _Hlk223017056]Meeting other community development needs that pose a serious and immediate threat to the health and welfare of the community (also known as Urgent Need) .

For additional information on National Objectives, see the CDBG Guide to National Objectives at: https://files.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/CDBG_Guide_National_Objectives_Eligible_Activities.pdf






QUALIFYING THE NATIONAL OBJECTIVE

Benefiting low-to-moderate income (LMI) persons In order to qualify with a National Objective of low-to-moderate income, the proposed project must benefit at least 51.0 percent low-to-moderate income (LMI) persons. As the primary objective, applicants should try to qualify through the LMI National Objective first, before attempting to qualify through another objective.

For the Community Revitalization Program, there are three ways of qualifying as benefiting low-to-moderate income persons.

Low-to-Moderate Income Clientele (LMC)
The LMC national objective focuses on providing benefits to a specific group of people rather than all residents in a geographical area.   HUD presumes that certain clientele groups are principally LMI, meaning they do not need to prove income if they serve:Abused children, elderly persons, battered spouses, homeless persons, severely disabled adults, illiterate adults, persons living with AIDS, or migrant farmworkers.

Low-to-Moderate Income Housing (LMH)
The LMH national objective applies to residential improvements. The activity must result in at least 51% of the housing that is, or will be, occupied by households that qualify as LMI.  

Low-to-Moderate Income Area (LMA) A Low- and Moderate-Income Area Benefit activity is a CDBG national objective used for projects that benefit all residents in a specific, primarily residential area, where at least 51% of the residents are LMI persons.  LMA is the most often used way of qualifying the LMI National Objective.   Municipalities, Townships, or Counties proposing a project within their corporate boundaries must first attempt to determine its LMA eligibility using HUD’s Low-to-Moderate Income Summary Data (LMISD).  

· LMI data for Illinois Places (city, village) can be found in the Library on the Office of Community Development webpage at https://dceo.illinois.gov/communitydevelopment.html or by using HUD’s LMISD web-based application (linked to the next bullet-point).
· LMI Data for all areas (city, village, county, township, block group(s) can be found using HUD’s LMISD web-based application at https://hud.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=ffd0597e8af24f88b501b7e7f326bedd.  
· Information on how to determine LMI using HUD’s LMISD and to access on-line tools, can be found at https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/acs-low-mod-summary-data/.

Applicants who meet the LMI threshold using HUD’s LMISD tool must include a print-out of the LMISD area search result(s).  All LMI percentages will be verified as part of the review process. 





Aiding in the Prevention or Elimination of Blight In order to qualify under this objective activities must be either clearly eliminating objectively determinable signs of slums or blight in a designated slum or blighted area or are strictly limited to eliminating specific instances of blight outside such an area (“spot blight”). 
Area Basis (SBA)  To qualify under the national objective of slums/blight on an area basis, an activity must meet all of the following criteria:
· The area must be officially designated by the grantee and must meet a definition of a slum, blighted, deteriorated or deteriorating area under State or local law. Documentation must be maintained by the grantee on the boundaries of the area and the conditions which qualified the area at the time of its designation.
· [bookmark: _Hlk229410473]The area must exhibit physical signs of blight or decay with a substantial number of deteriorated or deteriorating buildings throughout the area. As a “safe harbor,” HUD will consider this test to have been met if at least one quarter of all the buildings in the area are deteriorated or deteriorating.
Activities to be assisted with CDBG funds must be limited to those that address one or more of the above conditions which contributed to the deterioration of the area. 
Spot Basis (SB)  To comply with the national objective of elimination or prevention of slums or blight on a spot basis, i.e., outside a slum or blighted area, an activity must meet the following criteria:  
· The activity must be designed to eliminate specific conditions of blight or physical decay not located in a designated slum or blighted area; and 
· The activity must be limited to one of the following: 
·   Demolition;
·   Activities limited to the extent necessary to eliminate specific conditions detrimental to public health and safety.
Meeting other community development needs that pose a serious and immediate threat to the health and welfare of the community (URG).  To comply with the national objective of Urgent Need, an activity must be designed to alleviate existing conditions which the grantee certifies:
· Pose a serious and immediate threat to the health or welfare of the community, 
· Are of recent origin or recently became urgent, (A condition will generally be considered to be of recent origin if it is developed or became critical within 18 months preceding the grantee’s certification. Reference: §570.208(c))
· The grantee is unable to finance the activity on its own, and 
·    Other resources of funding are not available to carry out the activity. 
D.	PROJECT OBJECTIVES and CEILINGS

	Activity
	Grant Ceiling
	Eligible National Objective

	Sidewalk Improvements
	$1,000,000
	LMA, LMC, SB, URG

	Rehabilitation of Publicly Owned Commercial/Industrial Building
	$1,000,000
	LMA, LMH, SB, SBA, URG

	Non-residential Historic Preservation
	$1,000,000
	LMA, SB, SBA, URG

	Renovation/Conversion of a Closed Building
	$1,000,000
	LMA, LMH, SB, SBA, URG

	Demolition
	A single commercial building: $250,000
Four or more adjacent commercial buildings: $1,000,000 
Large structures: $2,000,000
	LMA, SB, SBA, URG




E.	FUNDING SOURCES
	
[bookmark: _Hlk72852025]Points will be assessed for communities contributing other funding toward construction costs of the proposed project. If proper documentation is not provided, points will not be assessed. Unless otherwise directed by DCEO staff, if other funds are committed and the grant awarded, additional funding must be spent on a 1:1 ratio with CDBG grant funds until either the grant funding, or match is exhausted.
Applicants are strongly cautioned to investigate all funding sources and make a firm decision as to the source prior to submitting a CDBG application. Documentation necessary to provide evidence of additional funding includes: 
· American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds can be utilized by local governments for improvements in water and sewer infrastructure.  The applicant’s council or board resolution committing a specific dollar amount of ARPA funds to the project must be included.
· A current firm commitment letter from a FINANCIAL INSTITUTION must include:  language which indicates that the loan will be approved and that the institution will lend subject to certain conditions; the specific dollar amount of the loan; the specific term of the loan (not to exceed 10 years, and no balloon or adjustable rate language); and the projected interest rate of the loan.  The date of the commitment letter cannot be more than 12 months prior to application date.
· For projects which intend to secure bonds through the ILLINOIS FINANCE AUTHORITY (IFA), a copy of the Preliminary Resolution issued by IFA to indicate approval of the community’s application for bond funds must be submitted. 
· A firm commitment of funding from the UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE RURAL DEVELOPMENT (RD) must include all pages of an approved Form RD 1940-1, “Request for Obligation of Funds.”  Loan and grant funds are available with loans up to 38 years with interest rates generally 5 percent or lower.  
· Units of Local Government proposing to use local sources (cash-on-hand, bonds, in-kind labor, or on behalf of utilities), must submit the following documentation, per source: 
· LOCAL CASH ON HAND – The applicant’s council or board resolution that committed a specific dollar amount to the project, which identifies where the monies will be paid or received from, must be included.
· ISSUE REVENUE OR GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS – The applicant’s council or board resolution approving the intent to issue bonds and specify a dollar amount.
· [bookmark: _Hlk112332568]IN-KIND LABOR - the application must include 1) a “schedule” which details the activities to be completed by its employees, their titles, qualifications, hourly wages, and the projected number of hours needed to complete the activity to calculate the value of the in-kind labor; and 2) the applicant’s Resolution Committing In-Kind Labor identifying the activities and value of the labor.  
· For Applicants identifying IL CAPITAL PROJECTS as the fund source, an internal review will be conducted by the Department to verify that the project is fully-approved; including an executed Grant Agreement; all conditions have been met; final Business Enterprise Program clearance has been obtained (if applicable); and that the initial sanctioned-percentage of funds has been disbursed.



F. 	NARRATIVE RESPONSES 

[bookmark: _Hlk72854245]All applications must include the following narrative responses as well as the requested documentation.  See the Application Checklist contained in Section V, Part K for placement in the application. 

1. Letter of Transmittal – 
· must be on applicant’s official letterhead, 
· dated, 
· include the amount requested, 
· the eligible activity,
· a brief project description, 
· the National Objective the project qualifies under, 
· additional funding amount and source (if applicable)

2. Project Summary – should consist of a narrative covering all key points of the proposed project to be funded, in part or in full, with CDBG grant funds.   This summary should include the following:
a. Describe the project:
· What National Objective is being met with this project? 
· Does this project qualify for a low-to-moderate income National Objective? If so, provide LMISD Printout
· If Slum/Blight National Objective is being used, note if it is area-wide or on a spot basis.  Describe the current condition of the property.  Include color photographs of the condition and when applicable, statutory or regulatory violation notices and building inspection reports.
	If utilized on an area-wide basis:
· A description of the conditions which qualifies the project as slum/blight
· A description of the activity showing how it addressed a condition which led to the decline of the area 
· Inclusion of a pre-rehabilitation inspection report describing the deficiencies in each structure
· Details and scope of the CDBG-assisted rehabilitation, by structure 
· A copy of the Slum/Blight Designation
If utilized on a spot basis:
· How the building qualifies under the grantee’s definition of “substandard”
· Inclusion of a pre-rehabilitation inspection report describing the deficiencies in each structure to be rehabilitated
· A description of the activity showing how it addressed a condition which led to the decline of the area. 
· If National Objective is Urgent Need, address what occurred to create the need.
· What is the eligible CDBG Activity for this project? 
· Describe the project area, including legal boundaries.
· Describe previous efforts to address the need for this activity.
· Why is the project necessary? 
· Is there a threat to health and safety begin addressed, and if so, how long has the problem existed?  Include any relevant documentation.
· What are the specific activities/steps to completion included in the project and at what locations will they occur and why?
b. Is this project part of a downtown or other revitalization plan?  Describe the plan.  Describe the scope of any other activities planned or ongoing which will support the proposed project.
c. What Community Benefit does the project provide?  Does it create housing, jobs, opportunities for business, provide a safer environment?
d. Describe the Community’s view of this project.  Are they supportive; are there objections and if so, why? 
e. Is this project located in a historic downtown or a National, State, or Local designated historic district?  If a historic district, please identify the designation.  
f. If a historic building, how does project preserve the historic character of the building and (if applicable) area?  Will this project follow the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation?  If not, why?
g. Does this project create, enhance or preserve a tourism destination?  If so, describe how.


3. Project Readiness Summary - Each application must demonstrate that the proposed project is appropriate and achievable and that all actions have been completed to ensure timely implementation of the project.  Each item below MUST be SPECIFICALLY addressed.
a. Property Ownership/Option To Purchase - Identify the ownership of any property needed to complete the project.  Applicant must own the property or agreements must be in place and included as documentation in the grant application.  
b. Code Violation(s) – Note any code violations that this project addresses and describe the current condition(s).  If there are no code violations, please indicate in the Summary.
c. Right-of-Way - The community must have full control of the right-of-way either by having 100 percent of the necessary private property easements signed or a right-of-way docket.    
d. Status of written permission from railroad(s), county highway commissioners, IDOT, etc. to proceed with any railroad and/or road borings that are proposed; If written permissions are not necessary for the completion of the project, an explanation is required.
e. Note any other permits, licenses or documentation that must be completed before the project can begin, and the status of each.
f. Additional funding commitment(s) – Address all additional funding commitments, in narrative form.  If no additional funds will be committed, an explanation is required;
g. Justification of the local government's need for CDBG assistance in relation to its overall financial capability, including discussion of outstanding indebtedness.  









G. 	INCLUSIONS

1. Project Maps - The following maps must be included in the application submission.
Please place maps larger than 8.5 x 11 inches at the back of the application, number them accordingly as to where they are located, and state those later page #’s on the map’s “Page Number” field of the Application Submission Checklist.
· A project location map must be included in the application.  It is expected to be sufficiently detailed to show the following information:  1) specific boundaries of the project area; 2) relationship to key areas of the community (downtown and/or major retail areas, local government facilities, schools, railroads, highways, interstates, and corporate limits.  The project map must be suitable for reproduction and shall not exceed the page size of 11 x 17 inches.  (Applicants may also submit blueprints or larger project maps as a supplement to their submission, if they deem necessary in order to show project details sufficiently.) 
· A FEMA issued Floodplain map must be included in the application.  You can obtain this map by calling FEMA at 1(800) 358-9616 or by using the website https://msc.fema.gov.  The exact project location must be clearly drawn on the FEMA map included in the application.

2. [bookmark: _Hlk174012128]Architect or Engineer’s Cost Estimate  (See Submission Checklist in Section III, Part K for placement.)  Please keep in mind that it may be longer than one year from the time of application before the project is bid, and current costs might not be accurate at that time.  Be certain to adjust costs based on estimated inflation. If it is difficult to make adjustments to individual project components, you may include an “Inflation Adjustment” line with an amount up to 10% of the total of current project construction costs.  
· Must be on company letterhead, include the date of the estimate and the engineer or architect’s name.
· Must be less than one year old from the date the application is due.
· Must include a detailed breakdown of costs that match the costs contained on the CDBG GATA budget. 
· DO NOT include any costs not pertinent to the project or miscellaneous. 
3. Fair Housing Resolution – All applicants are required to pass a Fair Housing Resolution to affirmatively further fair housing; post Fair Housing Posters; and make HUD Fair Housing Complaint forms available to the public.  A copy of the Fair Housing Resolution must be submitted with the application.







H.	APPLICATION REVIEW AND EVALUATION PROCESS

[bookmark: _Hlk72856915]	The screening and review process for the program is designed to ensure that limited CDBG funds are awarded to communities that demonstrate the need for financial assistance and have a well-designed project.  The actual number and types of awards will be subject to funding availability and the amount of each applicant's request.  

	The Department will review all applications as follows:

· Applications will be evaluated according to the Scoring Criteria described in Section H of this Guidebook.
· The maximum score is 55 points.  Applications must reach a minimum score of 35 in order to qualify for funding.
· Applications will be funded based on first-received, and then first-qualified.  
· Until all CDBG-CV funds are exhausted, qualified Demolition activity grants will be funded with CDBG-CV funds. 
· The Department reserves the right to perform a site visit.  
All recommendations are forwarded to the Director of the Department who makes the final funding decisions.  All decisions will be based on the general distribution of funds in Section I of the CDBG Guidebook.

I.	SCORING CRITERIA
1. Opportunity Zones:  3 points will be allocated for Projects located in an Opportunity Zone. Illinois has 327 designated opportunity zones, all of which are low-income communities.  To further encourage the investment in and vitality of these communities, three (3) points will be given to applicant communities with projects located within opportunity zones.  For more information on Opportunity Zones, please see: https://dceo.illinois.gov/oppzn.html  
	 
2. DCEO Underserved Area:  2 points will be allocated for Projects located in a DCEO Underserved Area.  An “underserved area” is a census tract which meets one of the following four tests:  
· Poverty rate of at least 20%; or
· 35% or more of the families with children in the area are living below 130% of the poverty line, according to the latest American Community Survey; or
· At least 20% of the households in the area receive assistance under the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP); or
· Average unemployment rate that is more than 120% of the national unemployment average, for a period of at least two (2) consecutive calendar years preceding the date of the application.
[bookmark: _Hlk146394147]Applicant communities with projects located within a designated underserved area will receive two (2) points.  For more ‘information and to identify an underserved area, please see: https://dceo.illinois.gov/expandrelocate/incentives/underservedareas.html			

3. Project Impact/Per Capita Cost:  In order to maximize the number of beneficiaries, points will be assigned according to the grant funds requested per person served.  A maximum of five points will be assigned to projects requesting $1,000 or less per person served.  No points will be assigned to projects requesting $5,000 or more per person. 	 Points will be assigned as follows:
	Per Capita Cost
	
	Points

	$0
	-
	$   999.99
	.…….
	  5

	$1,000.00
	-
	$1,999.99
	.…….
	4

	$2,000.00
	-
	$2,999.99
	.…….
	3

	$3,000.00
	-
	$3,999.99
	.…….
	2

	$4,000.00
	-
	$4,999.99
	.…….
	1

	$5,000.00 Plus
	.…….
	0


4. [bookmark: _Hlk229402843]Condition of Project Location: The degree to which present conditions affect public health and safety, and the severity and immediacy of the problem must be demonstrated in the Project Summary documentation.  Points will be allocated on the following criteria:
[bookmark: _Hlk229425392]10 points:					 	 Project is Urgent; Building is in imminent risk of collapse
8 points:	    Property is considered unsafe and not able to be utilized
6 points:	    Property exhibits physical signs of blight or decay but can be utilized
4 points:    Property is in need of repairs but physically sound
2 points:    Property has been vandalized but is not significantly blighted
0 points:    Project is a good idea but not necessary at this time

5. Inclusion in a Community Plan: Revitalization projects are generally more successful when they are part of a carefully thought out Plan with input from community stakeholders.  Points will be allocated on the following criteria:
5 points:					Community has a Revitalization Plan that is at least 2 years old and the Project is identified in the plan. Documentation must include the Plan’s initial Executive Summary and the page(s) indicating the Project is a part of the Plan.
3 points:	Community does not have a Revitalization Plan but has identified this Project as a priority. Documentation should include at least one of the following: Local Government Meeting Minutes, Planning Commission Meeting Minutes, Ordinances or Proclamations referencing the Project, Press stories.

6. Community Benefit:  Up to 5 points will be allocated for a thoughtful description of how the Project will benefit the Community as described in the Project Summary. 

7. Community Support:  Provide evidence of community enthusiasm for this Project through  letters of support from organizations, businesses, and residents.  Do not use form letters.  Each letter should be personalized.  Do not send letters of support from elected officials; they will not be included in the total number of letters received for points.  
[bookmark: _Hlk229427339][bookmark: _Hlk229427105]3 points:					 	 At least 15 letters total including organizations, businesses, and residents
2 points:	  At least 10 letters total including organizations, businesses, and residents
1 point:	   At least 5 letters total




8. Project is located in a designated historic district, downtown, or is a historic Landmark: 
5 points:					Project is located in a designated historic district.  Documentation must include the name of the District, when it was instituted, street boundaries of the District, and District Map. If the Project is a building, must include property information sheet indicating if the property is considered significant, contributing, or non-contributing.
3 points:	Project is a property established as a National, State, or Local historic Landmark.  Provide documentation of this designation.  Designation must be at least one year old. Ensure documentation describes why the property is a Landmark.  
1 point:	  Project is located in the generally accepted boundaries of Downtown.

9. Project preserves the historic character of the building or area:
3 points:					 	 Project is designed to meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
2 points:	  Project is designed to blend with the historic character of the building or area

10. Project creates, enhances or preserves a tourism destination:   Up to 3 points will be allocated for a project with ties to tourism.  Documentation must include information on the tourism destination, how/why the project ties into the destination, and how the destination is marketed.  
 
11. Project eliminates slum and blight: Up to 3 points will be allocated for a project that eliminates slum and blight.  Documentation must identify if the slum and blight is on an area basis or spot basis, include a minimum of 5 color pictures (pictures must be dated within the last year and be described), describe how the slum and blight will be addressed and what the result will be.

12. Project addresses code violation(s): Up to 3 points will be allocated for a project that addresses code violations.  Documentation must identify what the violation is and cite the reference, and address how the violation will be resolved. 

13. Additional Funding: Additional points will be assessed for applicants contributing other funding toward the completion of the proposed project.  A maximum of 5 points will be assigned to projects contributing 80% or more of the total project costs.  No points will be assigned to projects contributing less than 10% of the total project costs. The breakout is as follows: 
[bookmark: _Hlk229410253]5 points - 80% or more of project cost contributed
4 points – 60.0 – 79.9% of project cost contributed
3 points - 40 – 59.9% of project cost contributed
2 points - 20 – 39.9% of project cost contributed
1 point - 10 – 19.9% of project cost contributed
0 points - Less than 10% of project cost contributed
No points will be assessed if the funding is not firmly committed. 






J.																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																														SUBMISSION INFORMATION

[bookmark: _Hlk72855659]	Under the Grant Accountability & Transparency Act (GATA), all applicants must register with the State of Illinois via the “Grantee Portal” at www.grants.illinois.gov and be pre-qualified prior to submitting an application.  Applications submitted by communities who have not registered, been pre-qualified, or completed the Internal Control Questionnaire (ICQ) for the current year will not be considered for review.

	In cooperation with GATA, please submit the following as part of your CDBG grant application package: 

· [bookmark: _Hlk112859247]State of Illinois Uniform Grant Application  
Available at: https://dceo.illinois.gov/communitydevelopment.html  Uniform Grant Application – Program Matters Contact Information should contain the grant writer’s contact information; Business/Administrative Matters Contact Information should contain the contact information of the person fiscally responsible for the grant (clerk, Treasurer, etc.); and information on the Authorized Representative must be the Chief Elected Official, who must also sign the application. 
· State of Illinois CDBG Uniform Budget Template  															
Available at: https://dceo.illinois.gov/communitydevelopment.html. Uniform Budget must match the the Engineer’s Cost Estimate.
· IRS Certification Letter
Include in the application “Letter 147c” or “Letter 4158c” provided by the IRS to verify the Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) or Federal Employer Identification Number (FEIN) for the applicant.  If you do not have a current (dated within five years) copy of an IRS certification letter on file, please call the IRS Business line, 1-800-829-0115, to request a “Letter 147C”, or call 1-877-829-5500 to request a "Letter 4158c.”  Only the applicant is authorized to request a copy of this letter.
· W-9 Form
Include a completed W-9 form. The name of the entity must exactly match the name indicated on the IRS certification letter, and the W-9 must be the most current issued (https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw9.pdf). 
· SAM Registration/UEI (Unique Entity ID) #
All grantees, sub-recipients and contractors participating in the CDBG Program are required to be registered in the System for Award Management (SAM) at www.sam.gov for the purpose of obtaining a Commercial or Government Entity (CAGE) Code.  The CAGE Code is a unique identifier assigned to government agencies and various organizations.  UEI (Unique Entitity Identifier) numbers provide a standardized method of identifying a given facility at a specific location.  This documentation, for the applicant, must be submitted with the application.









	All applicants should complete the application package and submit an original and copy of all requested material to the Department’s Springfield Office at:
In Person:
Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity
Office of Community Development
1020 South Spring Street
Springfield, IL  62704
Or mailed to:
Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity
Office of Community Development
1011 South 2nd Street
Springfield, IL  62704

	Facsimile and e-mailed submissions will not be accepted.  


PACKAGING YOUR APPLICATION

All grant application materials must be:
· Typed (except for signatures and maps)
· Clipped together with a large binder clip on the top.  
· Any oversize pages such as maps should be placed at the end of the application. State those later page #’s for oversized pages in the related item’s “Page Number” field on the Application Submission Checklist page.
· Contained in two brown legal-size (will accommodate 8½” x 14” papers), open-top (no foldovers with cords or ties) expandable folders 
      (One marked “original,” and one marked “copy”)
· Brown legal size folders are to be labeled with a 2”x 4” white label, placed in the top right-hand corner of the folder with the following information:
· Name of Applicant
· 2025-26 Community Revitalization
· Original or Copy

For Example:
VILLAGE OF ABRACADABRA
2025-26 Community Revitalization
Original
DO NOT USE: dividers, staples, binders, folders or other methods of containment.

[bookmark: _Hlk172731169]SUBMIT THE ORIGINAL AND ONE COMPLETE COPY.   Be certain if there are documents in color in the original, that the copies are in color also! 
- Please refer to the following pages for the Application Checklist and Forms -
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	[bookmark: _Hlk515962812]State of Illinois - Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO), Office of Community Development
	



Template
LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

This information must be transferred to the Applicant Community’s Official Letterhead

Date



Director's Office
Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity
1011 South 2nd Street
Springfield, Illinois  62704

Dear Director:

The (name of local government) is submitting an application for a community revitalization grant under the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program. (Short summary of the project and why it is needed) The grant request is in the amount of $ (dollars) to be used to (use of funds).  The activity will meet the __________National Objective. (if applicable) The (name of local government) will contribute $(dollars) from (source of funds) toward the completion of the project. 


Very truly yours,




(Signature of Chief Elected Official)
 
















CDBG Community Revitalization Application Submission Checklist

All CDBG applications will be screened for completeness.  Applicants must complete and submit this checklist with the application.  All pages of the application must be sequentially numbered.  Use the right-hand column, labeled "Page Number" to indicate the page for each item.  (‚)
Both the original grant application (indicate "original" on the cover) and a complete copy (indicate “copy” on the cover) of the grant application must be submitted.  See Section III I for submission information.
PROJECT INFORMATION										           PAGE NUMBER
[bookmark: _Hlk110415786]____	Letter of Transmittal from Chief Elected Official	______
____	Completed Submission Checklist (This Page)	______
[bookmark: _Hlk117583989]____	State of Illinois DCEO Uniform Grant Application (See Section IX)	______
____	CDBG Applicant Project Information	______
____	Project Summary (See Section V, part F)	______
[bookmark: _Hlk230016511][bookmark: _Hlk97287269]____	Documentation of National Objective	______
____	Downtown or Revitalization Plan (if applicable)	______
____	Documentation of Historic Designation (if applicable)	______
____	Other Documentation related to the Project Summary (if applicable)	______
____	Project Readiness Summary (See Section V, part F)	______
____	Documentation of Property Ownership	______
____	Documentation of Code Violations (if applicable)	______
____	Private Property Easements or Right-of-Way Docket (if applicable)	______
____	Permissions from Railroad, County, IDOT, Other (if applicable)	______
____	Permits and Licenses (if applicable)	______
____	Firm documentation of commitment from other funding source(s) (See Section V, part E)	______
____	State of Illinois Uniform Budget Template (See Section IX)	______
____	Engineer or Architect’s Cost Estimate (See Section V, part G )	______
____	Minority Benefit/Affirmative Housing Statement (In Section IX)	______
DOCUMENTATION, CERTIFICATIONS, RESOLUTIONS
[bookmark: _Hlk32218587]		 Citizen Participation: 7-Day Notice/Public Hearings (See Section IIC, Sample In Section IX) 	______
		___Newspaper clipping   ___Publisher’s certification   ___Certified minutes   ___Attendance sheet(s)																						
____	Council Resolution of Support or Resolution of Support and Commitment of Local Funds	______
		(Template in Section IX)  (If using local funds, you MUST indicate the account the funds are in) 	
[bookmark: _Hlk515970727]____	Local Government Certifications (In Section IX)						______
[bookmark: _Hlk70698123]____	Mandatory Disclosures	(In Section IX)							______
____	Conflict of Interest Disclosure (In Section IX)						______
[bookmark: _Hlk172043281]____	Signed Contract for provision of Activity Delivery, (In Section II)			______
____	Completed Exempt-CENST-ER-Format form, if applicable (In Section II)		______
ATTACHMENTS
____	Fair Housing Ordinance/Resolution (See Section V, part G)				______
____	W-9	(See Section V, part J )																		______			
____	SAM Registration (UEI #) (See Section V, part J )					______
____	IRS Certification Letter	(See Section V, part J )						______
____	GATA Registration Printout (See Section V, part J )					______
____	Letters of Support (See Section V, part I )	______
____	Project Maps (See Section V, part G )	______
____	FEMA Issued Floodplain Map (See Section V, part G)	______


[bookmark: _Hlk110449590]STATE OF ILLINOIS – DCEO UNIFORM GRANT APPLICATION
(See Section IX for Form Information)

NOTES on the UNIFORM APPLICATION FOR STATE GRANT ASSISTANCE:
· The name and contact information for Program/Project Matters (lines 23-30) should be the person who wrote the application.
· The name and contact information for the Business/Administrative Office (lines 31-38) should be the financial representative for the local government (City Treasurer, Clerk or other person responsible for financial accuracy of local government accounts).
· The authorized representative (lines 45-53) must be the Chief Elected Official.


CDBG APPLICANT PROJECT INFORMATION
COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION
I. TYPE OF PROJECT (see Section V, Part A for definitions)
· 03L Sidewalk Improvements
· 04 Demolition
· 14E Rehabilitation of Commercial/Industrial
· 16B Non-residential Historic Preservation
· 17C Renovation/Conversion of a Closed Building

II. NATIONAL OBJECTIVE (see Section V, Part C for definitions)
· Low-to-Moderate Income Clientele (LMC)
· Low-to-Moderate Income Housing (LMH)
· Low-to-Moderate Area (LMA)
· Slum and Blight Area (SBA)
· Slum and Blight Spot (SB)
· Urgent Need (URG)

III. PROJECT LOCATION

Project Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
  - If the project covers multiple buildings for demolition, list all.  
  - If the project covers an area for a streetscape, provide the address of one building in the project area.

	CENSUS TRACT(s) and /BLOCK GROUP NUMBER(s) – Use additional sheet, if necessary.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



	The project location will be utilized to verify inclusion in an an Opportunity Zone and/or DCEO Underserved Area.


IV. PROJECT BENEFIT
Total number of people who will benefit from this project: _________
Number of low-to-moderate persons who will benefit from this project: _________ (required if National Objective is low-to-moderate income)





V. APPLICANT  INFORMATION
	Fiscal Year End Date:	__________MM/__________DD

[bookmark: _Hlk172798833]	NOTES on the UNIFORM APPLICATION FOR STATE GRANT ASSISTANCE:
· The name and contact information for Program/Project Matters (lines 23-30) should be the person who wrote the application.
· The name and contact information for the Business/Administrative Office (lines 31-38) should be the financial representative for the local government (City Treasurer, Clerk or other person responsible for financial accuracy of local government accounts).
· The authorized representative (lines 45-53) must be the Chief Elected Official.


VI. GRANT ADMINISTRATOR FOR THIS PROJECT
	First Name
	

	Last Name
	

	Title
	

	Agency Name
	

	Agency Type
	

	Mailing Address
	

	Telephone
	
	Email
	

	Federal Employer Identification Number
	

	RACF ID Number
	




	
VII. PROJECT ARCHITECT or ENGINEER
	First Name
	

	Last Name
	

	Title
	

	Agency Name
	

	Agency Type
	

	Mailing Address
	

	Telephone
	
	Email
	

	Federal Employer Identification Number
	


		
	


PROJECT SUMMARY
(See Section V, Part F)















































DOCUMENTATION OF NATIONAL OBJECTIVE
(See Section V, Part C)















































DOWNTOWN or REVITALIZATION PLAN
(See Section V, Parts F & I)



















































DOCUMENTATION OF HISTORIC DESIGNATION
(See Section V, Parts F & I)



















































OTHER DOCUMENTATION RELATED TO THE PROJECT SUMMARY




















































PROJECT READINESS SUMMARY
(See Section V, Part F)















































DOCUMENTATION OF PROPERTY OWNERSHIP
(See Section V, Parts C & F)















































DOCUMENTATION OF CODE VIOLATIONS
(See Section V, Parts F & I)








































PRIVATE PROPERTY EASEMENTS OR RIGHT-OF-WAY DOCKET
(See Section V, Part F)

	Total Number of Easements Needed
	

	Total Number of Easements Signed
	

	Percentage of Easements Signed*
	 



*If less than 100 percent of necessary easements are signed or a Right-of-Way docket is not provided, the project will be deemed “Do Not Fund”. 

	Name
	Address
	Easement Signed

	Jane Doe   – SAMPLE –
	123 Main Street
	X

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	







PERMISSIONS FROM RAILROAD, COUNTY, IDOT, OTHER
(See Section V, Part F)








































PERMITS and LICENSES
(See Section V, Part F)








































FIRM DOCUMENTATION OF COMMITMENT FROM
OTHER FUNDING SOURCE(S)
(See Section V, Part E)

















































STATE OF ILLINOIS – UNIFORM BUDGET TEMPLATE
(See Section IX for Form Information)

ARCHITECT or ENGINEER’S COST ESTIMATE
(See Section V, Part G )















































[bookmark: _Hlk31967014]MINORITY BENEFIT/AFFIRMATIVE HOUSING STATEMENT 
(See Section IX for Form)














































PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
(See Section IX for Sample)















































[bookmark: _Hlk31718858]NEWSPAPER CLIPPING
(See Section II, Part C)



















































PUBLISHER’S CERTIFICATION
(See Section II, Part C)



















































CERTIFIED MINUTES
(See Section II, Part C)







































ATTENDANCE SHEET(S)
(See Section II, Part C)








































COUNCIL RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT
(See Section IX for Template)















































[bookmark: _Hlk31719047]LOCAL GOVERNMENT CERTIFICATIONS
(See Section IX for Form)















































MANDATORY DISCLOSURES
(See Section IX for Form)



















































CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE
(See Section IX for Form)

















































SIGNED CONTRACT FOR PROVISION OF ACTIVITY DELIVERY
(See Section II)















































COMPLETED EXEMPT-CENST-ER-FORMAT FORM
(for CDBG-funded Activity Delivery only, See Section II)















































FAIR HOUSING ORDINANCE/RESOLUTION
(See Section V, Part G )








































W-9
[bookmark: _Hlk110454790](See Section V, Part J)








































SAM REGISTRATION (UEI #)
(See Section V, Part J )








































IRS CERTIFICATION LETTER
(See Section V, Part J )








































GATA REGISTRATION PRINTOUT
(See Section V, Part J )















































LETTERS OF SUPPORT
(See Section V, Part I)















































PROJECT LOCATION MAP
(See Section V, Part G )



















































FEMA ISSUED FLOODPLAIN MAP
(See Section V, Part G)
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