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Objectives

• Get to know Illinois Office of Broadband and Illinois 
Broadband Lab

• Understand context around Illinois Digital Equity Capacity 
Grant

• Learn how to pre-qualify and navigate state grant systems
• Feel prepared to participate in future grant programs



Agenda

• Meet the Illinois Office of Broadband and Broadband Lab
• Context: 

▪ Digital Equity Act
▪ State Digital Equity Grant Program

• State Grant Basics
▪ GATA, Pre-Qualification, and Other State Grant Requirements

• Next Steps
• Q&A



Meet the Illinois Office of 
Broadband and Broadband Lab



6

Illinois Office of Broadband
Launched in 2019 with the Connect Illinois initiative

Tasked with connecting every single resident in 
Illinois with fast, reliable, and affordable internet

• Administering grants for broadband 
infrastructure (BEAD $1B+) and digital 
equity ($30M+)

• Engaging regional champions and 
community organizations



Illinois Broadband Lab
• University contributor to Office’s 

broadband partnership
• Tasked with research, data gathering, and 

digital navigation resources
• Lead statewide engagement through 

public university partnerships (Broadband 
READY)
▪ Illinois Broadband Map
▪ County One-Pagers
▪ Dashboards & Research
▪ Digital Navigator Network

https://broadband.uillinois.edu/ 

https://broadband.uillinois.edu/


Context



2021 Digital Equity Act 
The Digital Equity Act provides $2.75 billion to establish three grant programs that promote digital equity and 
inclusion. Programs aim to ensure that all people and communities have the skills, technology, and capacity 
needed to reap the full benefits of our digital economy.

State Planning 
Grant

Capacity Grant
Competitive 

Grant

Our focus for 
today

Funding for states to 
create Digital Equity 

Plans

Complete

Funding for states to 
implement Digital Equity Plans 

(~$39M expected for Illinois 
over 5 years)

$1.25B national fund 
to implement digital 

equity projects

Coming soon: 
~Fall 2024



State Digital Equity Plan Has Been Approved

Approval of the SDEP unlocks the opportunity for Illinois to apply 
for first Capacity Grant allocation from NTIA of $23.7 million to 
implement the plan.

Creating a statewide Digital 
Equity Grant Program is one 
of the Plan’s Core Activities



Timeline for State Digital Equity Grant Program
2023

Gathered stakeholder 
input for State Digital 

Equity Plan (SDEP)

March 2024

NTIA Released its 
NOFO & initial 

allocations for states 
($23.7M for IL)

April 2024

Illinois SDEP 
approved by 

NTIA

May-June 2024 

Gather Community 
Input on NOFO 

(Today!)

Est. August 2024

Launch NOFO

August - Sept 
2024

Support for 
Applicants

Est. Fall 2024

Grant 
Applications Due

Est. Early 2025

 Funding 
distributed to 

grantees and work 
begins

+5 years

Funding Sunsets



What is a NOFO
A “NOFO” is a Notice of Funding 
Opportunity shared with the public 
that outlines key information for 
prospective applicants including: 

• Eligible entities for applying
• Timeline and important dates and 

deadlines
• Grant award amounts
• Application requirements
• Detailed process for applying



NTIA Requires Prioritization of Covered Populations

People with 
disabilities

People with 
language barriers

Racial and ethnic 
minorities

Rural 
inhabitants

Low-income 
households

Aging 
populations

Incarcerated 
individuals

Veterans

72% of Illinoisans are part of these identity groups and communities 
disproportionally impacted by digital inequity



Tentative Grant Project Types
Device Distribution 

Programs

Digital Literacy + Skills 

Training

Digital Navigation + 

Tech Support

Broadband Affordability 

Program

Coalition Building

Laptop, computer, or other device distribution to Covered Populations.

Classes, workshops, coaching, or other learning opportunities to help 

Covered Populations build digital skills and confidence.

Individuals embedded in community trained to help connect Covered 

Populations access affordable broadband, digital skill building, and other 

essential resources.

Small infrastructure projects to increase affordability and choice within 

multi-dwelling units (MDUs), affordable housing, or other residential 

communities.

Seed funding for regional or local digital equity coalition formation, 

building, and growth.

Access Expansion 

Feasibility Study
Opportunity for communities to chart their own broadband path through 

local coordination and planning.

Subject to change based on design process and adherence to program and agency requirements



State Grant Basics

Amber Broughton
Office of Accountability
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity



GATA, Pre-Qualification, and 
Other Requirements

Office of Accountability



Overview

•Review the DCEO Grant Process

•How to register in the IL GATA Grantee Portal

•Pre-Qualification

•Notice of Funding Opportunity

•What to expect after Grant Award



Grants Process

Pre-Qualification, 
Application 

Submission & Review

Grant 
Agreement

Periodic 
Reporting

Closeout of 
Grant

• All Pre-Qualification 

items must be in 

good standing

• Fiscal and 

Administrative 

Assessment (ICQ)

• Application 

documents 

submitted

• Application 

reviewed by Merit 

Review Committee

• Applicants will 

receive notice from 

DCEO

• NOSA and 

Development 

of Grant 

Agreement

• Document 

will lay out all 

expectations 

and grant 

requirements

• Signatures 

from Grantee 

and DCEO

• Implementation 

of project 

objectives

• Financial and 

Performance 

Reports

• Reimbursement 

of expenditures

• Annual Audit 

Reports

• Grant closed 

once grant 

period ends



What is GATA?

•GATA - Grant Accountability and Transparency Act

•GATA Goals:

• Remove duplicative processes

• Increase accountability and transparency

• Follow 2 CFR 200



Getting Started in the GATA Grantee Portal

•https://grants.illinois.gov/portal/ 

• Create Account

https://grants.illinois.gov/portal/


Getting Started in the GATA Grantee Portal

• GATA New User Guide
• https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/GATA/

Documents/Resource%20Library/GA
TA%20New%20User%20Guide.pdf 

• Provides step-by-step GATA Portal 
instructions

• For new or current Portal users

• Grant Accountability and 
Transparency Unit at GOMB
• https://gata.illinois.gov/ 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/GATA/Documents/Resource%20Library/GATA%20New%20User%20Guide.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/GATA/Documents/Resource%20Library/GATA%20New%20User%20Guide.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/GATA/Documents/Resource%20Library/GATA%20New%20User%20Guide.pdf
https://gata.illinois.gov/


Pre-Qualification

• Required

• Maintain compliance 

• Meet expectations 

• Responsibly manage funds

• Effective Communication

Grantee must be in qualified 

status by the application review 

date by the state awarding agency.



Pre-Qualification 
in the GATA 
Grantee Portal



SAM.gov Account

•Active registration required
• Validated annually

•UEI Number
• Used in the IL GATA Grantee Portal

•Registration should be set to 
“Public“

•Receiving UEI vs Complete 
Registration



Federal Employer ID (FEIN)

• Business entity identification

• Used by federal government

• Request from IRS  

• Verification confirmed automatically 

from SAM.gov



Federal Excluded Parties List

• Excluded from receiving Federal 

contracts

• Suspensions and debarments 

• Generated by SAM.gov

• Automatically updated



Illinois Secretary of State

• Certificate of Good Standing 

• Business entity exists

• Allowed to conduct business in Illinois

• In compliance with State regulations

• www.ilsos.gov 

• Not needed for governmental entities

http://www.ilsos.gov/


Illinois Stop Payment List

• Entity has fallen out of compliance.

• View reason in the portal

• For questions, contact your former 

Grant Manager or your cognizant 

agency

• For DCEO, contact 

ceo.granthelp@illinois.gov 

mailto:ceo.granthelp@illinois.gov


Illinois DHFS Sanction List

• Not eligible for Medicaid Reimbursement 

• Administrative action taken against 

entity or individual

• Violation of:

• Administrative Rule

• Civil Law

• Criminal Offense 



Other GATA Grantee Portal Tips

•Maintain current and accurate contact list

•Ensure fiscal year end date is accurate



Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)

• Outlines all important details of program and how to apply

• NOFO Sections:

• Program Description

• Funding Information

• Eligibility Information

• Application and Submission Information

• Application Review Information

• Award Administration Information

• State Awarding Agency Contracts

• Other Information, if applicable

Other NOFOs 

can be found in 

the CSFA



Where to Find NOFOs https://dceo.illinois.gov/dceo-grants.html



Fiscal and Administrative Internal Controls 
Questionnaire (ICQ)

• Must be completed every State Fiscal Year in the GATA Grantee Portal

• Mitigates risk and builds grantee capacity (not punitive)



Post-Award Requirements

•With Your Grant Manager

• Periodic Financial Report

• Periodic Performance Report

• In the GATA Grantee Portal

• Consolidated Year End Financial Statement and Audit



Audit Types and Submission Deadlines



DCEO Grantee 
Resource Site

• Current Grant Opportunities

• Video & Resource Library

• Upcoming Grant Trainings

• Sign up for training emails

• Office Hours (Tuesdays 2-3pm)

• Grant Help Desk

• ceo.granthelp@illinois.gov 

https://dceo.illinois.gov/dceo-grants.html

mailto:ceo.granthelp@illinois.gov
https://dceo.illinois.gov/dceo-grants.html


Next Steps



Upcoming Grants Capacity Building 
Workshops

June 5: How to Write a Great Grant 

Application

June 12: Building a Strong Digital 

Inclusion Program

Learn how to write strong digital equity grant proposals, including 
understanding the NOFO and the essential grant components such as 
program narrative, budget, project plan, impact measurement, and 
scoring criteria.

Hear from successful digital skill building and digital navigator programs 
about how to structure a program mission, measure outputs and 
outcomes, and determine metrics for success. 

Capacity building workshops help ensure grant opportunities are inclusive and accessible



Fill out our partner form!

Receive the most up-to-date 
information about grant programs, 
action items, and get inspired by other 
#IllinoisBroadbandStories

bit.ly/IOBPartner

Be Our Partner!
• Sign up for the Illinois Broadband 

Connections Newsletter at

     https://bit.ly/IOBNewsletter

• Follow the Illinois Broadband Lab on 
Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/bit.ly/IOBPartner__;!!DZ3fjg!-BrpbkbZea5pE29vP137bqDTWiCJr44-bWa_cMRm9LObAWJM_HmmMAOOHXIZhF4ELPrBI3l9q42s3C7fU7lKGf9synsoEUumfA$
https://bit.ly/IOBNewsletter


Q&A

Contact: broadband@illinois.gov 
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