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Women-Owned Businesses
(WOBsSs) In lllinois
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https://advocacy.sba.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Illinois_2025-State-Profile.pdf
https://data.census.gov/table/ABSNESD2022.AB2200NESD01?q=AB2200NESD01:+Nonemployer+Statistics+by+Demographics+series+(NES-D):+Statistics+for+Employer+and+Nonemployer+Firms+by+Industry,+Sex,+Ethnicity,+Race,+and+Veteran+Status+for+the+U.S.,+States,+Metro+Areas,+Counties,+and+Places:+2022&g=040XX00US17&nkd=ETH_GROUP%7E001,RACE_GROUP%7E00,SEX%7E001:002:003:004,VET_GROUP%7E001&tableFilters=NAICS2022%7EVALUES(00)
https://clarifycapital.com/best-states-for-women-owned-businesses
https://nasdaqcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Venture-Equity-Report-2024-Revitalizing-Innovation-Oct-7-24-compressed.pdf
https://www.illinois.gov/news/release.html?releaseid=30710

lllinois Support for Women-Owned

Businesses (WOBs)

DCEO Recovery Grant Programs’

Since 2020, DCEO has provided more than $199M in awards to over 7,800 women-owned businesses

Additional DCEO Financial Capital Support’

lllinois women-owned businesses accessed $48M with DCEO-EIT assistance, which includes programs like the Advantage lllinois loan
program and lllinois Angel Investment Tax Credit Program

Business & Government Contract Advising’

56% of businesses advised by the lllinois Small Business Development Centers (SBDC) were women-owned businesses in (Y 2024
60% of businesses started with SBDC assistance were women-owned in CY 2024

44% of government contracts secured with IL APEX Accelerator assistance were by women-owned businesses — resulting in $85.8M in
government contracts

60% of all export sales secured with the IL International Trade Centers (ITC) assistance were by women-owned businesses - resulting in
$39M in export sales

Business Enterprise Program Certification’

(lose to 2,600 Illinois WOBs became certified firms through the Illinois Commission on Equity and Inclusion’s Business Enterprise Program

Find out how DCEO can help your business:

DCEO.llllinois.gov

Sign up for our statewide e-news for lllinois
women-owned businesses & future entrepreneurs.
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https://cei.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/cei/documents/bep-annual-reports/Fiscal%20Year%202024%20BEP%20Annual%20Report%20-%20(final).pdf
https://dceo.illinois.gov/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/ae5c8502c75f4b0ead8e9542aeb7d543

