
SUSTAINABLE FILMMAKING 5% Uplift -UPDATED MARCH 2026 

 Illinois Film 
Sustainability Plan 

Application 

FILM/TELEVISION APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED AT LEAST 5 BUSINESS DAYS PRIOR TO PRINCIPAL 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

COMMERCIAL TV APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED 24 HOURS PRIOR TO PRINCIPAL 

All applicants for the 5% Uplift must submit a Sustainability Action Plan, which outlines the production’s goals and 
sustainability measures they plan to use to minimize their environmental impact and carbon emissions. The 
application should be submitted with the 35% tax credit application. Many vital and foundational decisions are 
made before or during pre-production, so this plan should begin as early as possible.  

Note: A Sustainability Report on this Action Plan, including a carbon emissions report on the production’s Carbon 
Footprint, will be required with your Final application. 

Date

Name of Production

Production Company

Total Projected Sustainability Spend: $ 

Primary Contact responsible for 
implementation of the Sustainability 
Action Plan. 

Name:

Role: 

Email: 

Phone: 

Pre-production dates 

Production dates 

Post-production dates 

Please let us know your sustainability commitments, goals, vision, targets, and methods for measuring for each 
category. 

to 

to 

to 
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1. Production Office and Workspaces

Energy 
 (examples Energy Star Equipment, Power Saving Habits) 

Materials 
Reducing material consumption & procurement impact (ex., paperless solutions, local suppliers) 

Food and Water 
(ex., vegan/vegetarian/local/seasonal options, minimizing packaging, eliminating #6 plastic & single-use plastic) 

Waste Diversion 
Managing and diverting waste (ex., recycling and compost programs repurposing, donating, and upcycling) 

Other 
Anything additional that is not listed on the Illinois Film Office criteria. This category is not required. (ex.  planting 
trees, community engagement) 
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1. On Set

Energy 
(ex., generators, LED lighting, grid tie-ins) 

Transportation 
 (examples optimize and reduce transportation, electric vehicles, carpooling & biking incentives) 

Materials 
Reducing material consumption & procurement impact (ex. Paperless solutions, local suppliers, certified 
sustainable and FSC products) 

Food and Water 
(ex., vegan/vegetarian/local/seasonal options, minimizing packaging, eliminating #6 plastic products) 

Waste Diversion 
Managing and diverting waste (ex., recycling and compost programs repurposing, donating, and upcycling) 

Environmental Themes 
(ex. Showcasing/normalizing sustainable behaviors on screen, e.g., reusable water bottles, coffee mugs and 
grocery bags) 
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Other 
Anything additional that is not listed on the Illinois Film Office criteria. This category is not required. (ex.  planting 
trees, community engagement) 
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